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GERMAN GIL BLAS. 



CHAP. I. 

From whence arofe the Error y which oecajtoned 
a new Adventure to the unfortunate Peter. . 

THE numerous readers, (though I 
dare even hope they will be innu- 
merable) the numerous readers therefore 
of the firfl: part of my hiftory, will pleafe 
to recoUedt the terrible event which I re* 
lated at the end of the fifteenth chapter, 
and which happened on the 27th of Au- 
guft, 1776, at three o'clock in the morn- 
ing. jQuitting the cold remains of my 
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2 THE GERMAir 

friend &tck, and taking with me the im- 
portant packet which he bequeathed me, I 
was going to Louis de Reyerberg, but was 
feized and forced into a carriage. With- 
out doubt this new adventure will caufe a 
great deal of inquietude among the lively 
apd generous, that are any way interefted 
in my happinefs. They muft per force 
have trembled, nay, loft much of their 
tranquility > on being apprized of the alarm 
and violence I fuftained ; for he muft be a 
vtry dull authot indeed who cannot, in 
fome meafure, intcreft his reader in re- 
counting the various incidents of his pro- 
per hiftory. Affured of this, I continue 
my recital with courage^ and without in- 
troducifxg my work with, an humble prcr 
face, exeufing the imperfcdions of the firft: 
volume, or humbly aflcing jardon 5 for I 
defpife low grovelling manners, nor have I 

ever 
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ever refolution to peruie a book that £iuU 
teringly implores the indulgent compaffion 
of the reader. It is alone fuitable to the 
pen of a bad author, who produces matter 
unworthy notice, and yet by a mifplaced 
modefty affefts an excufe ; I, on the con* 
trary, boldly recommend the hiftory of 
Peter Claus as an inftrudive and amufing 
work« Both my hopes and my wifiies in« 
cline me to believe, that the pubUc will be 
preffing to learn the reft of my adventures ; 
willing^ therefore, to fatisfy their curiofity, I 
baften to inform them- of the future events 
of my life. 

But for the better underftanding the pri« 
^ of my hft adventure, it may be necef* 
fary to take the hiftory a little back, and 
inform the reader, that intending to pafs 
the night with Mr. Brick^ I had the pre^ 

B z caution 



4 THE GERMAN 

caution to go into a tavern, and take s 
light fupper, with a bottle of wine, to en- 
able me to bear the fatigue which priva- 
tion of reft might occafion. When I en- 
tered, there was no one in the room. Soon 
after a man of my own age (that is to fay 
thirty-fix or tbirty-fcven) entered the apart- 
ment. As I am of a fodal difpofition, I 
was not backward in beginning a converfa- 
tion with him : his exterior denoted the 
man of fafhion ; his coat was of yellow filk, 
with embroidered filver buttons ; a waift- 
coat df filver tifiTue, and a large beaver hat 5 
the buckles of his fhoes were fquare, and 
not unfit for harnefs, at leaft if we piay 
judge from their Gze. In a word, he was 
X man to whom the whole world would 
4ave taken off their hats, if we except thofjr 
pail maitres who never wear them but un- 
der their arm. The finenefs of the weather, 

the 
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•the feafon, the news both relative to peace 
and war, the theatre, Mr. Goetze, the 
head of the clergy of Hamburg, toleration, 
and a great deal of the fame common place, 
ferved me as an introdudlion to converfa- 
tion ; but his anfwers were fliort, abfenr, 
and confufed ; at the fame time walking 
with a quick but difturbed pace about the 
room, wringing his hands, yet feeming to 
wifli to conceal the ftrong inquietude with 
which his very foul appeared agitated. In 
about half an hour after his arrival, the boy 
of the hotel brought him a letter, whieh he 
had barely rua over, when his agitation 
feemed to redouble ; he beat his head, ran 
about like one pofleffed, (lopped (hort, re- 
newed his race^ fuddenly approachingme, 
then as quickly retiring ; in fine,, his fitua* 
tion became truly alarming, and excited 
pity. 

B 3 Corapaflloa 



6 THE GERMAN 

Compaffion and kindaefs were at all 
times amongft my cardinal virtues; and 
notwithftanding, though I poiTefTed an ex- 
ceffive curiofity for extraordinary adven- 
tures, it was joined with a defire to affift 
the unfortunat-e ; I therefore approached 
the ftranger^ took him by the hand, and 
laid, " Sir, you appear unhappy ; can I 
be fefviceablc ? You may exphtin thecaufc 
without fear of being betrayed ; I am not 
infenfibkto the misfortunes of others; I 
tove to render afliftance where I can." Im* 
moveable with furprize, he fixed his eyes 
on mine, as if to diicover the fincerity of 
my profeffions. Having for fomc time kept 
filence, he at length interrupted it by thefc 
words, /* I am indeed under very great 
embarraCq^eht ; you may render me a very 
Important fervice ; but ftranger as I am to 
you, how can I intreat afliftance ? Yet it 

will 
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mrill neither coft you money, nor much 
trouble." — ^^ Even though it were to aflt 
pecuniary alliftancey fpeak bokUy,*' replied 
I. The ftranger anfwered, ** My hiftory 
is too long, too complicated^ and my mind 
too much agitated to make the recital at 
this times 1^^ it fuffice, I am perfecuted' 
though innocent, clofely watched, and 
every art ufed to furprize me ; without 
friends, nay, even without acquaintance, I 
am ob^ged to quit Hamlyurg immediately^ 
to avoid the fnares of my enemies. This 
anonymous letter adviies me of the danger 
to which I am expoled by a longer ilay. 
I dare not (hew myfelf in the ftreet: the 
night is yet diftant, my cloaths would be- 
tray me ; if you will change your^s with 
jne — " ^* Sir/' (aid I, cautioully, recol- 
)e£tihg my adventure in the wood of Wol* 
fcnbutde with the Count di Fondini, ''Sir, 

B4 xJ\v% 
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this is too delicate and dangerous." ** H6^ 
is that, my dear Sir ?" cried he, in a prcf* 
ling manner, ** fuppofe you fhould evcQ 
be accoftecj and queftioned, your perfon is 
in fafety ^ you have no ill to fear ; I have 
commited no crimen therefore the error 
cannot laft, as they muft jdifcover that you 
are not the 'perfon they feekj nay, more, 
you may remain here till dark •Your 
brown clpa^hs ai)d gre^t coat will fave me 
from the purfuit of the moment, and; I 
(hall be able to reach a veflel, the captaia 
of which will give me an afylum ; to-mor- 
row early I will fet off for Holland 5 you 
will lofe nothing by. the exchange, and the 
confeque^ce cannot be prejudicial to you. 
ypur features befpeak humanity — ^havc 
pity, and fave me — never will I forget the 
obligation/' •V^Veiyv thought I, "no 
harm can furelyf ; com^ from it ; . I run ao 

rifk. 
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riik, if I ftay here until about ten at' night; 
belides, as it is but a (hort diftaiice from 
my friend Brick's, before I leave him, I 
I cah take the precaution to change my 
doaths..' 

No Iboner faid than done V we changed 
eloaths ; the' ftranger then embraced me, 
exprefling his gratitude in the moft feniible 
and moving terms ; after which, wrapping 
himfelf up in the great coat, and conceal- 
ing his face with my round hat, he left me* 

Here agaih was one of my accuftomed 

\ ■ \ ' 

-itnprudencies. " Who knows," faid I, 

after his departure, ** what black crime 

lie has been guilty of; but no matter — 

T>oy bring me fome wine. Thefe cioaths 

sire much better than mine, and fit me as 

v/'ell a& though I had been meafured for 

B.5 ^ thenu'V 



ao TJIE G£RMAN 

tbeou" . The fingularity of this adventure 
channcd mc ; and perfe&ly free from in- 
qv)ietude, I walked up and down the room 
with mj hew.beaver hat on« Whiie I was 
thus employed, two men entered the Axrni, 
furveyed me attentively, and retired. They 
W^G 010 doubt the feme, who afterwards 
^a^itft my will procuted me a ride in their 
<20i^i tftkough it was not ib long a ooe as 
ih^ D^kc fef Comrland'^ adverfary expe* 
liewed^ .for he was jolted about the vail 
/empire of HufBa £^ no kfs a term than 
eight years. Heft the tavern, and repaired 
unmokibed about ten o'clock to my £ck 
friends Doubtkfs cli^ evening was not fcir 
^noi^h advanced for the defgoed purpo&« 
Death deprived me of liim that nijght! 
My grief on this melaocholy occafion, £6 
far fiafpended my thinking ikcukies, chat I 
ijuitl^ the ap^rtmeiits of die dbceafed m 

the 
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the habiliments of the ftranger^ whofe pur« 
iuers doubtlefs had clofely watched me ; 
for I had fcarcdy pafled the threfliold of 
the door before I fell into their hands, their 
coach at the £une time ftopping nearly op- 
polite me. 
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... CHAP. II. i . 

♦ -J • • • • I , . 

!^efer has fBe mt^eBed Happinefs of enter ifi^ 
• thd^tokeof'-kymeft. .- ' 

II 

I WAS far from mounting the vehicle 
with a good grace ;. on the contrary, I 
©ppofed my adverfaric^, making all the re- 
fiftance my confternation would allow i. at 
length, defpairing of fuccefs, I found my- 
felF in their power, it being ia vain to com*- 
bat with fuperior force. On their feizing; 
me, one of them prefented the point of a^ 
fword to my breaft, menacing me with in- 
ftant death, if Imoved, oroffered to cry 
out, whilft another behind me confined my 
arms, fo that every effort was vain, cfpe- 
cially as the whole heighbourhood were in 
a profound fleep, and the flreet quite pri- 

vate» 
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vatc. ** What rifk do I run,*' thought I ; 
they will prefently difcovcr their crror> as 
without doubt they know the man they 
have taken this trouble for, and fupppfe 
me to be the perlbn ; I hav-e therefore only 
to inform them how I came by thefc cloaths, 
aod tliey will' immediately grant me my li- 
berty.'* Neverthtekfs, I dfeteriniqed hot; to 
have recourfe tp this', difcoyeiy till fi&mc 
lime was. elapfed,, in-, order to giye the 
ftranger the better opportunity of efcaping. 

The coat h tj-ayelled at a great rate; ^nd 
being recovered from my i fright, I atten- 
tively fiirveyed my company ; one of them 
appeared a Dutch officer, the other a mer- 
chant.^ '' Sir,'* faid thq kft, •* you little 
€xpe<^ed, I; ^ believe, that the family, you 
have outraged, aijd di(hanoured by your 
bafe proceedings, fliould purfue you hither 
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from the extreme limits of Livonia, or that 
you (hould find at Hamburg hearts that 
intereft themfelves in their behalf. What t 
to (educe imiocence ? carry difhonour into 
an opulent and diftinguiflied family— -cor^ 
rupt the virtue of the daughter ! and aftef 
this to withdraw privately like a thief in 
"dte night, abandon her thus diihonoured 
to the fury of an incenfed and inconfolable 
parent, and what increafes the horror of the 
whole is the unfortunate iituation of his 
daughter. Tell me, Sir, are not thefe ac- 
tions at which ytou ought to blufli, nay, 
even to fink with (hame and confufion ?'* 
^* But, Sir," replied I, " look at me; can 
you really fuppofe me capable of luch atro- 
cious crimes ? If I had thought you pur^ 
feed a man fo criminal, I would never have 
coD&nted • to wear his habitiment«/*— -«^ 
^ I^ng harangues are of jio avail,!' re- 
plied 
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/ 

plied the officer-; ** can you deny the 
hSt ?" — " Without doubt I can," replied 
I; ** I am not the objoft of your puifuit.*' 
'^ This is an unheard-of infolence/' oried 
the merchant ; *^ do not think, though you 
arc a firanger, that your perfbn is unknown 
to us. No, Sir, you have been too accu* 
cately de{cribed> and too clofely watched 
for Jeveral days, for \3s to fall into any er* 
ror on your account — ^Was you not at the 
tavern laft night, drefled as you are to-day ? 
Did we not fee ycm with our own eyes ? 
And have you not pafled the night in a 
houfe belonging to a ibap-mercbant, the 
corner of ***«ftrcet? Deny it if you can 
—but why do I afk idle queftions ; you 
are going to fpe^ to a perfon that knows 
you but too well ; and on whom, if you 
have any fentiment of honour remaining; 
you cannot look wkhout bluihing^ 
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: At this rnftant the coach (loppedf. we 
got out, and afcended the firft floor of a 
handfome houfe ; my condu^or took me 
, into an anti-elmmbcr, where a man in 
N peach-coloured cloaths received us very po*- 
Htely, " Vidory ! vidory !^\ cried the 
Captain, ^* we.' have takeA our fugicivfts 
here is our prifoner > I hope ail wiil ga 
well ; but the unfortunate lady-^^how is. (he 
to day, Doftor?"^ — " The time of her de* 
livery is near," replie;d the difciple of -/E5 
culapius; ** but Hie is exeeflively weak;> 
Heaven knows whether fhe wiU be able t6 
bear her fufFerings — Ldefpair of h'er life^ 
anlefs. the fatisfadion arifing from having 
her honour reftored (hould, in fome mea- 
fure, revive her. almoft exhaufted fpirits*; 
for fhe has been delirious all night/^—— 
** See," faid the merchant, ** imprudent 
young man, this is your work ; pray, doci* 

tor. 
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tor, have you taken care to provide a cler* 
gyman ?" — " Yes," replied the accoucheur^ 
" he is at this moment endeavouring to 
adminifler confolation to tlie young lady.'^ 

Surprize rendered me motionlefs ; it was 
now advifed by the phyfician, that to pre- 
vent. too much furprize, the pried (hould 
be called out, and commiflioned to ac- 
quaint the lady of the arrival of her perfi- 
dious lover. This counfel was followed. 
As for the part I had to a6t, it was of the 
truly tragi-comic kind. 

" Sir,'* faid the merchant, to the prieft^, 
" perufe thefe papers.;, here is the confent 
of the father of the Jady; he authorizes us 
to unite his daughter with het.faithlefs lo- 
ver, if (he.is fortunate enough, to meet with 
him i apd heie 4fp is full power from the 

father 
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father of the feducer, which enjoins us to 
iend his fon to India, if he refufes to efface 
by a legitimate union, the fliame he has 
brought on the family of Meinhardt;" 
then gave both writings to the holy man, 
faying, ** it now only remains to prepare 
with caution the unfortunate young lady 
for the impprt^uit ilep (he is about to takes 
namely, the being united by the moft in- 
diflbluble bonds to the man that has be* 
Craycd her. I fuppoie you will not delay^ 
but confocrate their nuptials immediately." 

Without doubt,'-- replied the prieft; 

what joy ! what fatisfaftion to the poor 
lady!" Then addceffing me, he added, 
^ Trifling and unjuft man, look into your 
ownlieartj the meafure of your crimes 15 
compleat. In what manner would you en* 
43eavour to exculpate yourfelf, if the Su- 
preme Judge, to pumfti your culpable 

. lightnefs. 
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lightnefe, inftead of pardon was to pro- 
iiounce againft you the malediftiotis be« 
flowed on Sodom and Gomorrah, upon 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ; but I remit 
your fate to that infinite mercy from vvhofe 
bounty alone you can hope for forgivenefs, 
and hafte to rejoin die forrowful viftim of 
your artful fedu&ion, who is at prefent 
overwbekned with the poigriancy of her 
fufici'inga.'^ 

At thefe words he returned to the lady. 
A longer filence might have proved fatal. 
^* In the name of Heaven/* cried I^ 
** Gentlemen, vouchlafe to hear me*::,/il^J\ 
am not the culprit you take me (d\ 
*' Peace, peace, my friend," cried tlie offl* 
ccr, " there is no alternative ; marry the 
lady, or go to India ; which do you ptC'- 
ferr»_« Well then, if it muft be fo, I 

confcnt," 
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confen-t," replied I, *' but you will fee the 
furprize and anger of the lady, when (lie 
learns that you have united her to a mart 
totally unknpwn to her.'' 

The prieft having acquitted himfelf of 
his commiffion, opened the door of an in- 
ner apartment, and bid me enter. The 
curtains belonging to the lady's bed, whe 
was (liortly.expefted to become a mother^ 
were drawn, and the blinds clofe fliut ; 
yet there was, light cnaiigh in the apart- 
ment for her to have difcovered. that I was 
not her lover, had (he not been delirious. 
" Perfidious, u:ngrateful man !" faidflie; 
but no, " thou waft ever faithful ; the feat 
pf not obtaining the confent of my parents 
to our union caufed thee to fly ! Oh, my 
dear Charles, with what forrow haft thou 
cmbitiered the daya of thy Julia ; return to 

her 
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Iter arms." The reft of her difc -^urfe was 
entirely without conneflion, though (lie 
talked a great deal. '* You exhauft your 
fpirits," faid the phyfician, interrupting 
her, " which are fo neceflary to fupport 
your pains — ^but let us now hafte to tie 
the (acred bands.'' 

*' Well, Mr. Van Haftendonk," replied 
the merchant ironically, /* well. Sir, the 
lady miftakes your perfon likewife; will 
you immediately confent to receive the 
nuptial benedidtion ? or do you prefer a 
voyage to the Indies?"- — Surprize for a 
time made me dumb; at laft I faid,^*«Surely 
never has any njan experienced fuch ftrange 
cmbarraffments as have attended me, even 
from my extreme youth, yet a propitious 
fate has guided me through them, and will 
not abandon me in this dilemma ; therefore 

difpofc 
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cjifpofe of me as you pleafe^ I am in your 
power ; but if ever you repent of this ftep, 
remember that I ufed every means to un- 
deceive, and open your eyes/* 

My proteftations were of no cffcd; I 
was obliged to fubmit to all they required, 
and gave my hand under the name of Mr. 
Charles Van H^tendonk to Mademoifelle 
Julia Meinhardc* 

As I have before obfcrved, this fcenc 
was at once both ferious and comic ; cloath-* 
ed in a borrowed habit, I was united for 
life to a woman on the point of becoming 
a mother ; in fpite of my efforts to the con- 
trary, forced to be a hulband and a fathpr ; 
this was a melancholy piece of bufinefs, 
and yet, at the fame time, was truly ridi- 
culous« 

The 
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This ceremony finiftied, my fpoufe was 
feized with a fit of delirium^ accompanied 
with the moft poignant pains> my Ton be- 
ing difpofed to fee the light ; but I was not 
permitted for the prefent to contemplate 
this tender fprig of nature, who was pro- 
duced in a quarter of an hour after our 
union, being conduded after the ceremony 
back ta the anti-chamber. 

The of&cer now fpoke much kinder to 
lAt than before; •* Sir," faid he, " the views 
c^ both famiUes are now anfwered; I hope 
from this day you will regard our honor as 
your own. •'You muft now accompany me 
to Holland ; your wife is prepared for that 
neceflary reparation, and will follow ^s foon 
as her ftrength will permit. Your father 
has already formed a pfojedt in your favour 

relative to a fuitable efiabiifhment s you 

have 
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have therefore nothing more to do but 
throw yourfelf at his feet, exprfefs your re- 
pentance, and you are fure of obtaining 
pardon/* 

In vain I begged a delay of a few hours 
to fettle my affairs, intending, if poffible, ^ 
to acquaint my friends, and obtain their 
afliftance, but all cfFort to move him was' 
ineffeftual. 

" Your father," faid hei ** has ranitted 
money enough for the occafion, and I will 
furnifh you with the neceffary linto and 
cloaths, fo that there is nothing to ftop us*" 
" Be it fo," replied I, in a tone half gay^ 
half melancholy, *^ the world is a theatre 
on which the moft whimfical and ridiculous 
events are continually rcprefenting ; but 
time will clear up every thing ; I am ready. 

to 
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to follow you ; for It is ufelefs to llruggle 
againfl fetters, when we are already en- 
chained. I therefore am all fubmiffion.** 
Little preparation being wanted, we im* 
embarked, and fet fail for Holland at nine 
o'clock ia the morning. 
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- CHAP. III. r 

jl Sea' Voyage — Peter recoHeEls the Manufcript 

I 
*vf Mr. Brick— fnds it in his Pocket-^ 

breaks the Sealy and begins to read. 

X TPON the whole, the captain, whofc 
*^ prifoner I had the honor to be, was 
an excellent man ; rough, hardy, and but 
little poliflied, like the major part of the 
navy ; but at the fame time kind, fenfible, 
and of a found judgment ; very fociable, 
gay, and humane, yet without appearing 
fo ; he had not read much, but I believe 
it poffible to pofiefs underftanding without 
ftudying the thoughts or opinions of others.; 
nor did I ever hear him talk much of 
books, fome few voyage^ excepted ; thefe 
h^ quoted whenever any fpecies of litera- 

ture 
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riire was mentioned ; neverthelefs, his judg- 
ment appeared to be juft. " Sherlock,'* 
faid he, " contrary to the cuftom of his 
nation, is a vile adulator, jwailing indif- 
crirainately every houfe wliere he was ad- 
mitted to the uble, and deifying every 
prince that received him gracioufly. The 
defcription of the manners and cuftoms of 
thofe nations Moore treats of, comprehends 
nothing but a number of fatirical anec- 
dotes, frequently erroneous, for the moft 
part coUedted in alehoufes, and in the com- 
pany of women of loofc^charaifler, with a 
number of .infignificant trifles as devoid of 
information as of underftanding. This 
great Mentor had better been Clent^ but 
the inimitable Brydone is an hiftorian I 
cfteem and reverence," The reft of my fel- 
low-travellers prefen^ed a variety of vvhim- 
fical oddities, A young phyfician returning 

C 2 tci 
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ta his ftudies at Leydcn bufiljr employed 
all his journey in making verfes. A female 
finger, who, with harmonious accents, in- 
tended to charm the phlegmatic Holland- 
ers, in exchange for which (he hoped to 
reap a golden harveft, A Proteftant Mi- 
Biftet of the Holy Gofpel fmpaked from 
morning till night, and talked nothing but 
politics. Two young merchants, infup- 
portable from their foppery, and unequalled 
in infolence ; they were citizens of a free 
town of .the empire, perfeftly fmitten with 
their own merit, enchanted with their own 
figures, and vainly proud of their parents 
wealth. 

To thefe we mud add a German Calvi- 
nift clergyman, who was going to Holland 
to engage pious, charitable, ambitious, and 
bigoted fouls, to empty their purfes for 

the 
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the righteous purpofe of ereding in his vil- 
Jage a building where he might with impu* 
nity preach his follies. Thefe were our 
principal fellow travellers. We foon be- 
came acquainted, and were quire amicable^ 
The weather was alfo fine/ and.; the wind 
favourable the firft day, 

I had never been at fea before ; and the 
better ' to contemplate the beautiful fcene 
before me, and that I might enjoy it free 
from inquietude, I refolved to banilh front 
my remembrance every difagreeable idea^ 
determined likewife no longer to endeavour 
the undeceiving my officer, in regard to 
my not being Mr. Van Haftendonk. — 
" Why,*' thought I, " (hould I not let 
them remain in their error, and profit by the 
occafion to fee Holland free from expence ? 
When. I arrive, they will condud me to 

C 3 . old 
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old Mr. Van Haftendonk, who muft im- 
mediately perceive the miftake, make a 
thoiifand cxcufes, and load me with innu- 
merable prefents. I furrender my wife to 
the true father of the child j fo that, ac* 
cprding to the manners of the great, I (hall 
have only officiated as a proxy." Thefc re* 
fle&ions reftored my gaiety, which was yet 
more augmented by the fuppofition that 
the young Haftendonk would arrive at 
Amfterdam before us, he having departed 
very early in the morning ; and by the aid 
of our glafles, we in efFedt difcovered a 
veffcl which had far preceded us, and was 
now in full fail. 

Having thus eftabliftied a fyftem of 
condud, I laid me down to fleep with 
great tranquility ; when 1 arofe next morn- 
ing, the fun was obfcured with clouds, 

tho 
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tli^ wind was contrary,* and bkwwlth vio. 
Icnce^ which much impeded our way ; nor 
was thi® the only' evil ; the good humour 
of the paffengers appeared proportionably 
clouded as the weather becamienk)r6 gloomy 
and difagreeable. 

" I wiQi I had a book,"* faid I, *' the 
fociety of the veflel is become dull j and I 
fhould like to read — And what hinders me 
from ' enjoying that fatisfaftion ? — Have 
not I got the valued remembrance of my 
friend Brick with me." In changing my 
drefs for the voyage, I took care not to 
leave it behind, though the hurry of em- 
barkation, and the company in the veflel 
had till this time occafiohed me to forget 
it. I had not even opened itj the feals 
were entire. 

C 4 ** Divine 
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*^ Divine manufcript," faid I, fo ! broke 
the feals, ** what new knowledge art thou 
going to communicate ?'^~VVith 'the :ut- 
mofl eagernefs I tore off the covering, and 
began to read what is contained in tlie 
next chapter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPflV. 

Beginning of the Mqnufcript—*A violent Tem^ 
peft drives the Ship on the Coafi of Den* 
mark. 



«< 



Narrative of the Adventures of Chriftopber 
Henry Brickj aftey his Departure /torn 
Erunfwich 



R 



•^ T% ESOLVED to dedicate the few 
hours that I apparently have to* 
five to thofe friends who have attended 
me with fuch generous care during my ilU 
nefs, I leave them my important obferva- 
tions. If they pliace them in proper hands^ 
' infinite advantage may rcfult to themfelvei^ 
and all Europe, It contains a defcription 
of fome unknown countries, fituatcd undef^ 
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the antardic pole, fome extraordinary events 
having difcovered them to me alone. Their 
fituation and courfe are not known to any 
other Europeans. You will find an exa£t 
detail of the route I purfued,. and the pofi- 
tion of the different parts, at the end of my 
manufcript. If you refolve, my friends, to 
communicate thefe difcoveries to anv of the 
maritime powers, be well paid for it y make 
yourfelves certain of the conditions before 
you undertake the voyage, for perfidy and 
perjury are cdmmoato the greats even the 
Englifli nation wiH fomctimes engage you 
by great promifes to facrifice your health 
and ftrength in the fervice of the date, to 
the hazard of life and fortune, in unknown 
countries. — ^But to return to my recital. 

" It is about fourteen years fince, being 
about the middle of 1766, that the gene- 
rous 
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reus Reyerberg reftored my fpirits, which 
had been almoft broken at Brunfwick, by 
procuring me an honeft fubfiftence in die 
theatre; the manager )vaa miiinga company 
for Holland; Iconfented to be of the 
party. Though I had fome fuqcefs in this 
new profeflion, it did not abate the defire I 
had to travel^ ^nd having formed an ac- 
quaintance with a merchant who juftly bore 
the character of an honeft man, I frequently 
difcourfed with him on the defire^'h^d.to 

CAg^g^ .^ ^<>^^ ^^^ prpfeflio(^,'^yea t^hougb 
it w^re opoA anpther coAtment» */ If)ypu 
are ferious," replied themerghantj " I caa 
^afily procure you a good place to go rm^ 
mediately to the Cape of Good Hope." .1 
entreated him to do me this kindnefs ; he 
gave me his word ; and being fpeedily en- 
ggged, I foon after dcpaited to tranfeft^the 
bniinefs of a rich merchant. 

C6 " Owt 
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•* Our voyage was fuccefsfal^ the fea 
fparing me the cruet fufierings with which 
the generality are afllifted the firft time 
they are confined on board ;. but as foon a& 
r landed at die Cape^ I was attacked by 
ficknefs. The exceffive heat,, the unwhole- 
fome vapours, the bad food, the want of 
frcfti water, the ufe oiF fpirituous liquors^ 
and, in a word, the being unaeeuftomed 
to a maritinielife, brought on an inflamma- 
tlpft oJF the lungs, which continued a long, 
time, and of which I was not wholly reco- 
vcred, when a flow fever wndermined my 
eonftitutkm by degrees. An exceffive weak- 
nefs took from me all defire of bufine(5» 
ind made me wifli to^retunvas foon aspof^ 
fible to Europe* 

** While I waited a fayou-rable opportur- 
nity for that purpofe, Captain Cook ar- 
rived 
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rived at the Cape^ m the year 1772, in his 
voyage round the world. An inclination 
to fee diftanc ^nd unknown countries^ a 
hope that the temperate regions where the 
famous navigator was going, would re-efta- 
blilh nty health ; in fine, the incertitude of 
meeting with a veflel bound to Europe, 

joined with my hopeleis iituatioa when I 

- » 

arrived, not to mention the heat and fa* 
tigue 1 Ihoutd fullain in a long voyage, alt 

V 

thefe ccmiiderations induced me to entreat 
this celebiated man to give me feme em- 
ploy in his (hip ; he accepted my proffered 
fervice, and made me one of his clerks. I 
fcft the employ of the merchant, after hav-» 
ing fettled my accoimts, and departed from 
the Cape with the illuftrious Cook on the 
2 7 th of November, 1772. We made great 
way ; the defi^ of th,e voyage was, as it is 
well known, to difcover the exiftence of a 

fouthern 
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foathcrn continent. We cruized a long 
time in thofe latitudes, but at length en- 
countered large fields of ice, -through whicb 
it was impoffible to pafs. : 

^* The two (hip^ parted company the 
9th. of March, 1 773 ;' it was my fate to re- 
main in that commanded by Captain: Fur- 
»eaux ; we joined company again» at New- 
Zealand, without having made any difco- 
Very of importance,' and failed together ta 
Otaheite. , V 

** The enchanting fituat ion df this place 
ibon eftabliOied my health; never did I 
pafs my days fo ferene, or fo agreeably, as 
I did at Otalieite; nor; do I believe there 
ever was a man that enjoyed more unal^- 
loyed happinefs than I did among ihofe 
iflanders. 

My 
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' *' My health and ftrength fetumed^ and 
I foon became fenfible of tender impref- 
Cons J a young Otaheitan, who frequently 
came to fee us, charmed me; (he was dU 
ftihguiflied from the reft by her mbdiefty, 
innocence and delicacy ; my age did not 
prohibit me fronx indulging i& the tender 
paflion ; I was thirty-Jive^ but had never 
yet experienced the p'eafure of a fincere af- 
feftion. The afiefted manners of the Eu« 
ropeans, their abfurd carriage, their vifible 
coquetry, their want of pure, fincefe, and 
tender fentiments, the vanity fo vifible in 
all their adions, the fenfuality which they 
fubftitute for love, their convenient virtue, 
their prudery, their ftudied feverity, their 
addrefs in accommodating to time and cir- 
cumftance, and in Jbeftowing their favours 
with a critical precifion ; all thefe had here- 
tofore operated as a powerful prefervative 
: . , againft 
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againft a tender attachment. It was then 
natural enough that beauty, candour, and 
innocence^ fhould make a ftrong impref* 
fion on my heart. My young iflander fooct 
participated in the fentiments (he had in- 
fpired, our love iiicreafed to fuch excefs^^ 
that it knew no bounds. She only lived 
for me, brought me tlie choiceft fruits of 
the ifland, wholly abandoning herfelf to a 
tender inquietude on difcovering the leaft 
concern in my countenance; and how 
could I be oiherwife than Ibrrowful, when 
I confidered the fliort duration of my pre- 
fent happinefs for ever deftroyed, the fatat 
niomeat that the fhips fhould {ail ? Where 
I compared my free fituation to the con- 
ftraint of our Europeaa circles, and the 
cares, paffions, prejudices, and imaginary 
wants, with which I Ihould be tormentedi 
in the whirlpool of folly • Alas ! when I 

confidered 
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copfidered this, tears flowed involuntarily 
froip my eyes. My dear girl, whofe lan- 
guage I foon learned (for love is an excel- 
lent mafter) quickly guefled the caufe of 
my grief; I confefled that my heart was 
torn with the idea of an eternal feparation. 

•* Oh, if thou haft no other inqt^ietude,** 
faid (lie, throwing her arms around my 
neck^ ^^ make thyfelf happy, nothing (ball 
ever part us ; I will follow thee wherever 
thou gocft." — ** Amiable girl," I replied, 
** no, I will not ;nake thee unhappy ; thou 
doft not yet know the Europeans; their 
outfides alone are brilliant. What, (hall I 
tear thee from the bofom of thy family, 
from thy enamelled meadows and rich 
fields, to difturb thy tranquility, and ex- 
pofe thy innocence to the wickednefs of my 
companions? No, never! rather will I flay 
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for ever with thee." — ^* k is a God that 
infpires. thee," replied fhe,. " my deay 
Bricky, (this was a name fhe always called 
me) my beloved, ftay for ever with us!" 
In fliort, her prayers, joined with thofe of 
her fath<w:, af length prevailed. I hid my- 
felf in the interior part of the ille the night 
before the departure of the veCelsj and 
becoming the happy hufband of the fair' 
Otaheitan, I forgpt my native cbuntr}^.. 

^* Never did I feel fo acutely the mis* 
fortune of multiplying our wants j blefled 
with the woman I adored, reclined, on her 
bofom under the (hade of a trecf wbpfe 
fiiiit furnifhed us with agreeable and whole- 
fome nourifhment, (hdtered frpm :the int 
clemency of the weather by a fimple cabin, 
enclianted with the fuperb profpedts of na- 
ture, covered with garmerits prepared .by 

my, 



GIL BLA5. 43 

my own hands, fafe from, the purfuit of 
envy, from the tricks, cupidity, and foo* 
li(h vanity of civilized Europeans; con- 
vinced of the affeftions of a woman whofe 
beauty was not expofed to the loofe re- 
gards of a prince plunged in licentious 
pleafures ; free, not having that tyrant to 
fear who would fell me- to a ftrange mo- 
narch, to aid in the deftruftion of thofe 
whom his infatiate avarice had provoked to 
refiftance, or that would feize my flocks 
the better to enable him to repay the fqual* 
ling of an Italian finger, devour delicate 
meats, penfion a dancer, augment his 
hunting train, of maintain a number of 
ufelefs animals in his menagerie* 

Who would not have thought but that 
this was a life of happinefs, without know- 
ing a defire or a pain? But even in this 

delicious 
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delicious abode, I experienced the melan* 
choly effefts of having received an educa- 
tion contrary to real happinefs ; for as foon 
as the attradlion of novelty, which is alone 
capable of holding the man accuftomed to 
poliflied fociety, was pafled, my enjoy* 
ments became languid* Sometimes T talked 
with my wife on the arts and fcicnces of 
Europe ; I endeavoured to learn her our 
monotonous and inflexible language ; fome* 
times I cut a flute of recds/ and was ac- 
companied in my artificial founds by the 
enchanting accents of her harmonious voice. 
I wiftied for a library, yet the great book 
of the Creation was ever before my eyeSt 
In my meals I confulted appetite more than 
hunger, and not only eat more than was 
fufficient for fubfiftence; but difgufted 
with one food, I fought for others ; urged 
by intemperance, I regretted the poifons 

invented 



invented by art to appeafe the pangs of a 
vitiated appetite ; deprived of that pulve- 
rized weed that the tyranny of faftiion has 
made neceflary, I culled fimples proper to 
tickle my brain and intoxicate me ; I laid 
put gardens, disfiguring the beautiful 
works of the Creator by artificial walks, 
and fpoiling the variety which he has fo 
paarvelloufly diftributedj greedy of the 
metal which is the fource of our^wars, J 
wiflied to ranfack the bowels of the earth 
to feek it. I gave tafks to the young 
peopk, teachihg them to turn their feet 
outwards, although nature has placed them 
ilraight. I conftrained them to regular 
4ances^ inilead of the varied natural leaps 
with which they fotmerly expreffed their 
joy. And ihall I own, that when warm 
with pleafure, I could not contenjiplate a 
young and graceful beauty lightly bound* 

in^ 
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iiig over the plain, without experiencing 
erirninal defires.— " Culpable Egropean !"' 
faid I, " thou art not worthy to • live 
amongft an innocent and happy people— 
yet thou art not fo wicked as fome of thy 
companions," This knowledge of my own 
Hanworthinefs, the trouble of my foul, and 
the defire of change, rendered me thought- 
ful and melancholy. My wife remarked it, 
and was cruelly afflifted. After a flay of 
fix months at Otah^ite, I was fitting one 
morning on the (hore of the agitated fea, 
reproaching myfelf for troubling the repofe 
of a happy people with a pernicious know- 
ledge. *^ Fly while it is yet time," cried I, 
fuddenly rifing. There was a canoe near 
the fliore ; I threw myfelf in — " Where 
art -thou going, miferable wretch I thou 
wilt find thy death amidft the angiy waves 
-—Stay — thy unfortunate wife will not be 

confolcd 
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*oilfoled for thy lofs" — Thofe reflexions 
came too Ute ; a furious wave bore my 
light ikiff rapidly from the fhore. I had 
but littlfe provifion, which I found by good 
fortune in, the boat^ and only one oar* 
Obliged to fubmit to the violence of the 
waters, Icalmly awaited my fate. 

The different ideas that recurred during 
the firft three days that I floated at the 
mercy of the waves, it would be difficult to 
defcribe. The fourth, my provifions were 
juft ejtpen^ed^ and I looked for nothing 
but death, when I found myfelf among 
the ice, through which Captain Cook could 
not penetrate. A violent current drove me 
into a narrow opening; and after eight 
hours navigation, I found myCclf on a 
tranquil Tea, which became more agreeable 
the nearer I approached the antardtic pole.. 

My 
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My heart felt an emotioa which I had 
never before experienced: I hoped to 
reach the continent fituated under the pole, 
and my hope was not difappointed. The 
thought re- animated my courage, I rowed 
with double ftrength, and towards night 
difcovered the (hore of an enchanting coun- 
try. I eagerly difembarked, (hedding tears 
of joy, and returning the mod lively thanks 
to the Supreme Being for his goodnefs in 
m/ miraculous prefervation/' 

I was at this part of the manufcript of 
M. Brick, when a ftidden hurricane obliged 
me to give over reading, 

I have had recourfe to all the works 
both ancient and modern, in verfe and in 
profe, which compofe my little library, for 
a truly poetic description of a ftorm at fea j 

but 
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but I could meet with none to my fetisfac- 
tion. It was eafily to be difcovered that 
they were all written on fliore, fitting by 
the fire-fide, in a perfeft calm. It is im- 
poflible to form an idea of fuch a fpedacle 
of horror without having witnefied its rag* 
ing fury. 

The ftorm continued with the utmoft vio- 
lence during the night -, and towards morn- 
inorning we found ourfelves on the coaft of 
Denmark. 

*^ What courfe (hall we take?*' faid 
the harrafled crew — ** The fhip has fuf- 
tained very great damage ; the mizen maft 
is fplintered, and we had bed bear away 
for Copenhagen to refit : happy in having 
cfcaped the tremendous dangers which 
threatened us.'' 
.VOL. .II, D Prudence 
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Prudence required us to make the firft 

' latvd pofliblc I we accordingly fleered for 

ihe capital of Denmark, and entered the 

port at noon, fortunately relieved fronl the 

fears that had oppreffed us. - 



CHAP. 
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. CHAP. V. 

Meets an old Acquaintance — Continuation of 
the Manufcript— Departure for Holland. 

*^ XTOU muft allow that the variety 
^ met with in voyages is araufing," 
faid I to the captain, as we were walking 
about the town ; " as for me, I enjoy this 
pleafure by the moft Angular of all ha- 
zards." — ^ Faith I am not of your opi- 
nion," replied my conduftor, " I think 
that it is very unfortunate for us tp be caft 
on the coaft of Denmark. Your father 
will experience the moft cruel inquie- 
tudes." — " I very much doubt that," "re- 
plied I, fmillng ; but my Mentor did not 
comprehend my meaning, therefore conti- 
. nued, ** What fliall we do here ? I never 

D z loved 
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loved the Danes -, they are bodies without 
fouls i it is true we are all kneaded with 
mould, but the people of this country are 

formed of nothing but mud and clay,*' 

» 

The officer was making yet more obfer- 
vations, equally unjuft, X)n this country, 
when a man approached us with a book 
under his arm— -*' He is fiirely a French- 
man," faid the x:aptain, •* or very like 
one." I examined him more fji^ticul^y, 
asil thought Ihad feenliim before^ ilot-^id 
he furvey me with' Icfs attention. At^length 
lie, exclaimed in bad Danifh, throrwing 
himfelf onmy.neck, *^ Ah, Carejie Claujeni 
wo gord ed? Is it really you, my friend ? 
Who would have ever thought we (hould 
meet in Copenhagen ?. And if 1 may^udgc 
by the good looks and habiliments of my 
old friend, he is happily fituated."- — — 
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" Supportable, Sir," replied T, " but per- 
haps you miftake me; notwithftanding, 
you will permit me to afk to whom^ I have 
the honor of fpeaking." — V* Ah, my dear 
friend/* replied he, " the times change, 
and good or bad fortune influences the ex- 
terior of men. But do you not remember 
the Sieur IJppeville ? As for me, I recol- 
lected you immediately." — In efFeft, it was 
my old mafter. — *^ And how, I pray, came 
yoii here ?" faid I. '* Not being able to 
re^ch my own country,*' replied he, I ac- 
tomjxinied a young German count in his 
travels, in quality of governor; he poffef- 
fed a large fortune, but ruined himfelf at 
play. In (hort, we were both reduced to 
the laft extremity, for 1 had loft my an- 
nuity by the failure of the government. 
The count went into the army of the Em- 
petor,,and I had no other refource than my 

D 3 ' H^^-^Sk 
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weak talents, A negociator of Schlefwic, 
to whom I difcovered my embarrafFed fitu- 
ation, gave me letters of recommendation 
to Copenhagen. I repaired thither, made 
feveral attempts to better my fituation^ but 
to no purpofe ^ I then refolved to give lef- 
fons in the French and German languages^ 
by which I gained" a comfortable fubftft- 
ence. The riches of a widow I foon after 
married made me q^it my former occupa- 
tion. Bet by what chance am you here^ 
my dear Claus ?'*— ^* It will be too long to 
give you a recital of my adventures now,'* 
ahfwered I ; *^ but I mud entreat the fa- 
vouT of you to tell my companion who I 
, am, and in what fituation you formerly 
knew me." 

M. Lippeville declared he was ready to 
comply with my requeft^ and we all went 

into 
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into a neighbouring hotel, where my old 
mafter aflured the captain that my name 
was Peter Claus, and fo g^ermanized me 
with his incpntrovertible teftimony, that he 
cfFeftaally cleared me of being 'Dutch* 
Every thing now explained, the change of 
drefs was charged with being the fburce of 
the error. My Mentor was greatly fur- 
prized, and much e^nbarraffed at the dif- 
covery of this ftrapgc miftake, aiked* me a 
thoufand pardons. 

The only difficulty remaining was how 
to finiflb this bufinefs. After much deli^ 
beratlon, the officer entreated me to ac- 
company him to Holland. My uncle, M. 
Haftendonk, the father, for wliofe fike I. 
undertook the enterprize, will not be much 
obliged to me for the fervice I have rea-;- 
dered him. I am, notwithftanding,. happy 

D 4 to 
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to learn that young Haftendonk is returned. 
to his country, and that he will precede us. 
My uncle will liberally recompenfe you for 
the trouble you have fuftained — You love 
travelling j and befides, it is not fo great 
an evil to marry a young lady of good for- 
tune, if even you (hould be obliged to 
keep her : the greateft embarralTment is the 
child. But why fuffer inquietude before 
its time? AUihat is to be done is to haften 
our departure; let us without lofs of time 
view the curiofities of this capital ', the fhip 
will not be long before (he is ready for 
fea.''^ 



M. de Lippeville offered to be our con- 
diidtor, and on the morrow we law all that 
was remarkable in Copenhagen; but I 
fhould abufe the patience of my readers, if 
I fatigued them with a defcription of this 

place ; 
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place i I therefore prefer giving them the 
manufcript of Mr. Brick. 



Continuation of the Manufcript. 

•* My recital, without doubt, will ap- 
pear incredible, when 1 fay that the cli* 
mate is very mild under the antardic pole. 
The general opinion is, that there is no 
place where the cold is fo exceffive. Not- 
withftanding, we have no right to doubt 
what we cannot contraditft, particularly 
when we have not feen the objeft of dif- 
pnte i and as I am the only European who 
ever penetrated fo far, I have furely the 
greater right to obtain belief. Should this 
be denied, and my manufcript treated as 
Wifehood, at leaft it muft be allowed thc- 
moral is equally applicable. 

D 5, "Epicurus 
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** Epicurus pretends that the fun cannot 
be proved larger than it appears to our 
eyes. Both ancient and modern writers 
have found thi§ afleftion very abfurd. I 
do not look on it as fuch. Who knows if 
the fame dimenfions 'Cehich reprefent a body 
of fuch a fi2Se to otr grofs ideas, and which 
doubtlefs would appear differently were we 
oiherwife organized-^W ho, knows, I fay, 
if thofe ntiathematkal principles which ap- 
pear to us fo inconteftabty true, are appli- 
cable in other regions ? Who knows, whe- • 
ther in thefe fpaces a body does not appear 
larger, according as the diftance is aug- 
mented ?^ You fee a tree at a diftance from 
you ; you call it a diftance, and what is be- 
tween yourfelf and the tree a fpace, becaufc ' 
your two grofs fenfes, fight and feelings do 
not approach the objeft fooner, and there- 
. fure reckon as air the interval between 

yourfelf 
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. yourfelf and it. But who can tell whether, 
were your fcnfes lefs grofs, you would not 
find this fpace filled with bodies, and fuch 
a chain of material beings between yourfelf 
and the tree, that you could no longer look 
on yourfelf as a different objeft, but both 
that and yourfelf as parts of the fame being. 
Since there is fo much uncertainty in things 
below, how can we pretend . to judge of 
the glo6es fufpended over our heads .^— ^ 
Therefore let us treat the illuminated, ma- 
gicians, and fpeculators, with more indul- 
g^ncc. Do not let us found our felicity on 

. objedls beyond our underftanding, neither 
let us difpute upon what we, cannot fee 
nor touch*. 

•'But 

* This Mr. Brick advances fomc fingiilar thoughts ; 
his reafons'howefver merit attention. The ideas of 
grandeur, fornx, figure, colour, diftance, &c, &c. 

D6 are 
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^ But to return to my fubjedt. Nature 
dofes not obferve the fame law under the 
antarftic pole as in other zones. On tra- 
verfing the mountains of ice that feparate 

are In his. eyes no more than illufion- To follow this 
fyftem, the mathematical truths \vould be rendered 
uncertain (notwithllanding the general opinion) the 
moral truths j on the contrary, would be fixed, whe- • 
ther from the harmony between the viGble and invi^ 
fible things they ^ive rife to^. or becaufe our duties cam 
only be determined by. the meafure of our. uoderfland- 
ings. There may confequentJy be a number of theolo- 
gical truths that are unknown to us, but we cannot 
admit pradlical truths, tho' accord fng as they are theo^ 
retically known. He alone is wife who affirms nothing 
more than what he has a clear and diflinA nation of, 
who notwithftanding dpes not deny what he cannot 
connprchend, but afts- uniformly according to his un- 
derftanding without obferving any other line of con« 
du6L Not to follow our own knowledge and convic- 
tion, but to do things which we muft ourfelves difap 
prove, is the diftinguiihed. mark of a corrupt heart. 

thisk 
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this part of the globe, I found a perpetual 
fpring. Without doubt it is the fame ua- 
der the ardic pole. 

* 
** Though ignorant in regard to the fu- 
ture, and uncertain whether I Ihould meet 
with any. human being, I did not however 
abandon myfelf to melancholy reflcftlons^ 
The joy cf having efcaped the danger of 
the fea, and the pleafure of contemplating 
the flowery meadows and fertile country^ 
filled my foul with ineffable delight. Not 
one trace of induflrjr, or of labour appear- 
ed*,, not one boat along fliore, not ruplanr 
lation or hut;, notwithftanding, all the 
country was furniihed with fruit-trees and 
a variety of plants,, but whofe fpccies wer^e 
totally unknown to me ;. nor did I reeolleA 
having ever ken any of the fame fort at 
Qtaheite.. 

'^ After 
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*^ After having enjoyed for above an 
hour this enchanting fpeftacle, I found my- 
felf prefled by hunger. The fine fruit with 

« • 

which the trees were loaded, fcemed to in- 
vite me to eat ; I did fo. — ^Heavens ! how 
delicious. ,My whole frame feemed reno- 
vated. A clear fpring quenched my thirfti 
Birds of different, fpecies, and anumber of 
quadrupeds hopped and bounded around 
me ; fo far from fear, they feemed to regard 
me as their protedtor. A little animal that 
refembled a fquirrel fcratched the earth with 
his claws, brought up a root, and devoured 
it: having a great inclination to tafte, I 
iikewife dug up one ; it had an agreeable 
flavour, and appeared very nourifliing. 
After this delicious repaft, I was over- 
powered with fleep. A meadow- covered 
with flowers, that exhilarated the moft fra- 
grant odours, ferved as a bed to reft: my 

fatigued 
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fatigued limbs ; I fell aflcep immediately, 
and did not wake for ten or twelve hours. 



As foon as I opened my eyes, I perceiv- 
ed with aftonilhment two human beings, 
who cor^fidered me with attention, and who 
appeared by their manner to have been 
viewing me for fome time. It was a man 
and a woman, beautiful as imagination 
could paint, their complexions of a mod 
dazzling clearnefs, with long hair flowing 
upon their flioulders ; they were tall and 
majeftic, their limbs exquifitely formed, 
and expofed to the eyes in all their natural 
beauty, not having any other cloathing 
than a kind of girdle ; their- looks were 
mild, full of fweetnefs, dignity, and good- 
nefs ; being ftrangers to paffion, their fea* 
tures were free from wrinkles, and their 
bodies nervous, robuft, and ftrong: the 

ima^ 
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image of their Creator flione oh their frohtJ 
ferene. So much grandeur and -majefty 
dazzled me; I could fcarce fupport the 
fight ; I rofe quickly, and bowing before 
them, made them underftand by figns that 
a violent temped had thrown me upon their 
coaft, and entreated their proteftion. The 
young man. comprehended me > offered his 
hand, and made figns for me to go with 
them. On our way, he talked much with 
the female : I did not comprehend what he 
faid, but I remarked, notwithftanding, to 
my very great furprizej that it was a fpecies 
of idiom approaching to the Hebrew, hav- 
ing formerly taken feme leffons in that lan- 
guage, in order to underftand the books of 
accompts and other. documents of the Jews, 
which were intrufted to my care,, though, 
for want of pradtice, it was almoft oblite- 
rated from my memor}' : yet the language 

o£ 
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of thefe favages appeared more harmonious 
than that of the Ifraelitcs. But how can I 
term thofe favage who are mild, humane, 
compaffionatc, and pupils of fimple na* 
ture ? Europeans, corrupt and barbarous ! 
is it -juft to beftow fuch names on thofe 
M'ho do not imitate your depravity ? 

" My condudlors furveyed my habili- 
ments, half Dutch and half Otaheitan, with 
more pity than admiration J never was my 
European pride fo compleatly humbled as 
when I faw with what little eftimation thefe 
unadorned beings confidered a man who 
came from a part of the globe that boafts 
its knowledge over the reft of the world, 
civilizing diftant countries, by attempting 
to force them to found their felicity on 
what the deranged head^ of Europe have 
prefcribed as articles of faith. 

'' We 
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" We prefently arrived at a charming val- 
ley, and here and there a number of huts 
pre fented them felves, offering a delightful 
variety to the view; thefe edifices were 
contrived with extreme fimplicity. -Edi- 
fices did I fay ? Rather the boughs of fruit 
trees, that were fo ingeniolifly interwoven, 
as to form agreeable dwellings. The old 
men were feated at the entrance of their 
arbours, rejoicing at tlie beautiful afpeft of 
Nature, and at the playful innocence of 
their pofterity, the grown children being 
employed in bodily exercifes, wljile the 
younger were bufied in gathering flow- 
ers, and forming them into nofegays ; all 
bearing the portrait of health, joy, and ia* 
nocence. 

As w^e pafled before the huts, the young 
people ran out in crowds ; they confidered 

me 
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me- with furprize, looking at each other 
with inquietude ; fignifying by their g«f- 
tures, that they ' thought me fick or half 
dead. Their fathers without fliewing an 
unpardonable curiofity contented themfelves 
with queftioning my condudors about me;- 
then returning to their occupations c r 
amufements. Their labours were eafy ; for 
poflefiing no imagiiiary wants, they were 
not neceflitated to fupply them by the fvveat: ; 
of their brows* 

" We approached a hut ; at the entrance 
fat an old man and his wife ; they were the 
parents of my eonduftors, and received me 

V 

with kindnefsy having informed themfelves 
of ourv meeting ; the children brought us ' 
fruit and roots of delicious tafte, and like- 
wife an exquifite drink in the (hell of a cc- 
cba-nut. 
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** As'I think it unnecefiTary to enter inter 
an exaft detail of all I faw remarkable dur- 
ing my fhort (lay in this charming coun- 
try; I fhall only give a general accourir 
of what is mod curious among thefe un- 
known people. 

" In a fliort time, I comprehended their 
language, which was accompanied by ih& 
moft expreflive geftures, when they gave 
me the following account of their origin^ 
manners,, and cuftoms* 

" One cf the fons of Adam, conduded 
by an angel, and accompanied by his fifter, 
who was alfo his wife, took refuge in thefe 
parts about the time of the fall of our firft 
parents, and formed a colony of uncor- 
rupted mortals. They were preferved from 
the Deluge, followed the patriarchal regi- 

men. 



tnen, purity of manners, and tlie true wor- 
Ihip of the Divinity : every father is king 
and prieft in his own family: men free from 
corruption and vice, who having never ful- 
lied the facred image of the Creator, dared 
alone to approach his altar. Subjeft to 
death like other mortals, but exempt from 
maladies and infirmities, a mildfleep ferved 
as a pafllige into eternity, for which they 
were prepared by a long courfe of virtue. 
Fruits were their fcle nourifliment ; a mild 
and tranquil fleep ferved to re -animate their 
bodies with frefli vigour. A foft rain and 
gentle dew fertilized their foil, equally free 
from exceflive heat or rigorous cold 
How happy ! — No ficknefs ! — No pain ! — 
No interruption of felicity! — No feparate 
property>! — No luxury !: — No paffions ! — 
No princes ! — and> wiiat is more than all, 
jiopricfb'i 

" But 
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^* But this felicity could not have been of 

long continuance, if the Supreme Being 

had not feparated this terreftrial paradife 

from other continents by mountains of im- 

/penetrable ice. 

" But it was impoflible to flay any 
length of time among thefe happy people. 
I felt myfelf too weak to. attain that degree 
of perfeftion pofleffed by them/ Pupil of 
corruption ! Affailed by every grofs and 
tumultuous paffion, how fhould I ever have 
attained that calm and uninterrupted peace, 
true fource of harmony to the foul, the 
body, and the mind. 

*' One day a venerable old man called 
fne into his cabin, and preffing ^me affec- 
tionately by the hand, addreffed me thus : 
<' Unhappy ftrangeri" faid he, " thou art 

affliaed. 
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afBifted, becaufe thou art not fo perfeft as 
us ; but defpair not, my friend j if thou 
worthily fujfilleft thy duties on earth, thou 
wilt rife to a higher degree of perfedion in 
the life to come. 

** Our law does not permit thee to re- 
main longer amongft us ; the wife Creator 
has ordained, that thou (houldft explore 
.other parts, then return to thy country, 
quit thy mortal frame, and be re-united 
to thy fathers. Take this fruit; it will 
plunge thee into a profotmd fleep, and on 
. thy awaking thou wilt difcovcr things fur- 
paffing expeiftation." 

At the fame time he gave me a red 
grape, which I eat, and my fenfes were 
quickly overwhelnied with fleep. At the 

moment of ipy awaking 

I had 
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I had jufl: got to this part of my friend, 
Brick's ftory, when I was interrupted by 
the entr<ince of the Captain— ^his Vifit was 
at this time unwiQied for — ^and I put the 
manufcript into my pocket. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 

Veter writes to Reyerberg — An Adventure^*^ 
Departure for Hollands 

** XT TELL, my dear Claus," faid the 
▼ ▼ captain, " all is fettled, we are 
ready to put to £ea. To-morrow we will 
view what is curious in the city ; this even- 
ing we give to mirth ; and fuppofe we in- 
vite the chattering Frenchman (M. Lippe- 
ville I believe is his name) to fup with us ; 
he has travelled much, and will amufc us 
with his anecdotes — What think you ?" 



** With all my heart,*' returned I, 
■^ fend for him ; but fir ft allow me the in- 
dulgence of a few moments. I muft write 
a ftiort letter/' 

leoL. !!• B Having 
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Having quitted the officer, I fat down 
to write to my friend Reyerberg; who 
mud have been much furprized to find M, 
Brick dead, and not able to difcover a 
trace of my exiftence; to end this embar- 
raffment, I gave him a detail of my ad- 
ventures, and promifed to return to Ham- 
burg as foon as I had finifhed my bufinefs 
in Holland, and configned my wife to the 
true father of the child* At the fame time 
I told him of the manufcript, that precious 
gift which I inherited from our common 
friend, a manufcript that might make both 
our fortunes, though from the part I had 
feen, it appeared not of a nature to make 
me hope to procure aiiy advantage from it, 
by offering it to princes thirfty of power 
and conqueft. Nay, perhaps, it was no- 
thing more than a political romance ; at 
leaft I judged it nothing clfc, Befides, 

the 
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Ac difcovery of a country where vice and 
luxury were unknown, and where inno^ 
cence and liberty only reigned^ could ofier 
nothing tempting to our fovereigns. There 
are likewife other reafons why it would not 
prove an attra&ive kingdom to European 
tyrants 9 for what means could defpotifm 
ufe to get xftablilihed theit? Or how could 
they adopt that political chimera, that mil* 
lions of men of underftandmg are to obey 
one inferior in that point, uniefs that one 
iX)uld render himfclf indifpenfably neceflary 
to tiiem ? And how can he do fo, fince they 
have none of thofe wants chat are in his 
power to fatisfy ? They are content with 
the fruits of :the earthy and if they are de- 
fnrivcd of one corner, will fcek another to 
dwell in fafety. Or what importance would 
the conqueft of a country be to the kings 
of Europe, detached from the reft of the 

El world 
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^orld by almoft impenetrable barriers r 
What importance to them cbuld the fub- 
miflion of a people be who are^ protefted 
by fuperioE beings from refinement and cor- 
ruption ; a people who are happy without 
gold, filver, or priefts .? 

I had juft finifhed my letter, and was go- 
ing to order a light to feal it, when fome- 
body rapped foftly at the door ; I opened 
it, and was furprized to fee a young hand- 

■ 

fome girl, with hair of a bright chefnut, 
and fine black eyes. She addreffed me in 
French — " Pardon me, Sir^ I believe I am 
niiftaken.'* — " No, certainly not, a pretty 
girl can never miftake when fhe coipes to 
fee me ; pleafe to walk in." — Excufe me. 
Sir,' I wanted my father-in-Jaw/' — " Who 
is he ?'*-^" M. Lippeville, Sir, at your 
fervice ; I thought he was here, but as be 

is 
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18 not, you will excufe me, Sir.*^ She was 
then about to return. *' Why are you in 
fuch hafte?*'— " In the name of Heaven, 
permit me to retire, my father is fevere ; 
and if he finds me alone ))«ith a man, what 
will he fay ?" — Thefe words, in fome mea- 
fure, gave me to underftand to what kind 
of girl I was fpeaking. I believe I do not 
wrong the greatnefs of M,. Lippeville in 
(uppofing that flie had been fent for the 
purpofe of amufing me, and at the fame 
time to procure a few ducats in return ; at 
leafl he was. the fort of man to juftify fuch - 
an opinion ; and I do not doubt, when he 
boafted of having married fo advantage- 
ouily with a rich widow, the beauty of a 
young and complai^nt daughter was not 
among the leafl of his benefits. But I was 
not now novice enough to run into fuch a 
{hare ; ten or twelve years ago 1 might have 

E 3 bt.<wN. 
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been taken in. M. Lippeville, without 
doubty would have appeared at the inte- 
refting moment, with all the rage of an 
offended parent, ready to revenge the in- 
fulted honor of his daughter, and have 
made me pay dearly for the pleafure of the 
moment. Experience, (befides, I did not 
dare violate conjugal -fidelity) experience, 
I fay, made me obferve a modeft deport- 
ment. Notwkhftanding, we are affurcd by 
the Apoflle Paul, and Yorick, (though I 
do not know they were ever in the fame 
predicament) that the Devil is an adverfary 
always ready to play us fly tricks. I there- 
fore thought proper to guard againft temp- 
tation ; for when we have not lived at 
Court, the flefti is weak at thirty-feven, 
I took the precaution to leave the door a 
jar ; willing, at leaf!:, to have appearances 
in my favour. 

"Sit 
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*^ Sic down a moment at lead/' fsud Iir 
ihe complied, after fome little heiitation* 
When virtue, caprice, neceffity or fear, en- 
gages us to facrifice to an illicit pleafure, we 
cannot be fatisfied with the idea of having. 
a£ted uprightly, but we muft make it a 
matter of boaft> and repair the lofs of an 
enjoyment, by proceedings which we think 
will gain us praife, axkl feed our vanity* 
Thus we make one pafiioji combat an- 
other. Happy the man who pofiefies the 
fecret to animate them to dedroy each 
other. To difmifs the young lady cooUy,. 
faying that her father had not been with 
me, and to add politely, that I was con- 
cerned at the ufelefi trouble (he had taken,, 
doubtlefs would haVe been fufficient;. 
but knowing the defign, and fenfible that 
1 muft obfervea certain diftance, I waswil- 
ling to recompcnfe myfelf for this con^ 

E 4 ftm^^v 
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ftraint, by the glory of endeavouring- to 
convert a girl that had ftrayed into the 
paths of vice. Full of this idea^ I took 
her nand, afked her age, occupation, the 
ftate of her heart, and if I could be fervice- 
able to h^r in any thing ? At this laft quef* 
lion fhe gratefully preffed my hand, and 
replied, ** I am nineteen ; I live with' my 
mother; fhe is not rich enough to drcfe 
me like girls of my own> age, to attract the^ 
notice of men; befides, I do not wifti to 
marry ; I love liberty ; did tny heart know 
'any engagement, I would-: not venture my*- 
felf alone with fq amiable a gentleman." 

I perceived that this was a proper time 
to begin my le6lure, and replied to her in 
a confidential tone, " My dear child, I 
perfe<5tly co;nprehend you ; I know too 
much of the world not to undcrftand, it is 

noL 
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Bot entirely an averdon to men that infpires 
you with a dillik to the yoke of Hymen, 
It is true liberty is a rare advantage ; but 
to be entirely free and independent, it is 
necefliry to poflefs more abundantly tha 
gifts of fortune than falls to your lot : with- 
out this, neceffity frequently throws us i^o 
a ftate of dependence on. thofe who are 
richer than ourfelves, and who expert ^A 
return a right of demanding things con- 
trary to probity and honor. If we have 
not the power to reiift, repentance, a con^ 
flitution enervated by the poifon of illicit 
pleafures, a wounded confcience, remorfe 
attending the ijifirmities of an early old 
age, accompanied by mifery, contempt, 
and defpair, never fail to follow a weak 
and diftionourable compliance. Thefe, 
my dear child, are fome of the evils to 
which want may lead us, if'we do.not en- 

E 5 deavour. 
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dcavour to avoid them by induftry and vi- 
gilance. Vice has faded the luftre of many 
cheeks beautiful as your's." At the con* 
clufion of my fpeech, I gently took her 
hand, my virtue ran no rifk, for the zeal 
of the converfation, accompanied by the 
ambition of recovering a wandering foul to 
the paths of virtue, had entirely banilhed 
every idea of fenfuality. 

The young girl caft down her eyes with 
confuiion ; a tear of Ihame and vexation 
fell on her right hand, which was inclofed 
in my left — " Do not let the pifturc I 
'have juft drawn alarm you," added I^ 
;with your beauty and merit, want cannot 
aflail, if virtue and- induftry diredk your 
fteps. The reputation of your prudence 
will foon be fpread in the neighbourhood^ 
from thence throughout the city. Examples 

of 
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of economical and virtuous womtn are 
icarce ; if you augment the fmall number, 
your alliance will be fought by men of 
wealth and underftanding : you will then 
crown the wifties of him you think moft 
worthy, become an afFedionate wife, and 
lender mother, difpenfing happinefs through 
a whole family. When time (hall fade the 
jrofes of your complexion, the efteem and 
love of your friends and relations will open 
before you a new fcene of happinefs. Ex- 
empt from reproach, free from pain, and 
bodily maladies, you will enjoy fatis£i6tion' 
to the laft hour. All thofe who have been 
witnefles of your happinefe will blefs your 
memory, and recount your virtues to pof- 
fterity.'^ y 

** Ah, Sir,^ cried fhe, " you pierce my 
heapt ; would to Heaven'^ — " She appeared 

E6 too 
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too mncH affcfted to fay more, *^ Well^ 
my dear child," faid I, ^* kiflread of this 
fiidden and momentary emt)tion, I (hall be 
much better pleafed for my difcourfe tQ 
make a durable, imprelfion J *' 

• • I Had ^Tittle ffone ring of fmall value}, 
with my cyphen I own I had bought it 
with an intention of beftowing it as thd 
price of an aftion left meritorious. *• Ac- 
cept,"' faid I, " this ring- as a remem^ 
brance; and if ever you- are in danger of 
doing any thing contrary to the principles 
of thofe truths with wHich you- were fo aft. 
fefted, took at this ring', and- remember 
the exhortations' of a man- who'^wifhes you 
well.'* I then faluted, and with a hiodeft 
and refpeftful attention,, conducted her ta.> 
the door- , 

Fravo F 



I 

' Bravo I" friend Peter, thou haft done a 
a good aftion, and haft experienced f<| 
much fati&fadron and content,, that it will 
fee well worth thy while to repeat it as often 

as poffible, that thoui mayft frequently feel 

/■ 

the pleafure that attaches itfelf to the pracr 
tice of virtue. Notwiihftanding, had» I 
been without fear of frelh embarraflments, 
and my profelyte bad not beeathe daughter 
of the artful Frencliiiiah — But why exa* 
mine into the. fource of our virtues and fa? 
crifices — 1 vanquilhed my defires — was not 
that fufficient ? — ^1 fealed my letter, and 
ftnt it to the poft ; after which I joined the 
captain^ who was waiting for me% M. dc 
Lippeville came about an hour after. 

Our ftippe? was exceedingly cheerful ; 
fee approbation of confcience, renders the 
heart fufceptible to mirth. The features of 

our 
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our victors at firft were ferious and thought* 
j^l; perhaps his daughter had related our 
con^erfation^ but as I made no mention of 
it, the wine by degrees fmoothed the brow 
of the old finner, fo that at length he be- 
came cheerful enough to relate the different 
occurrences of his life. 

M. de Lippeville from his youth had 
been willing to tranfadt any kind of bufi- 
nefs for money. When he was fervalit to 
the captain of French huffars> his matter 
formed the projeft of marrying the daugh- 
ter of a very wealthy merchant ; M. Lip- 
peville therefore gave him- out for a rich 
French marquis, and having engaged fome 
rogues^ like himfelf, he denominated them 
valets dc chambre, footmen, huntfmen^ 
&c. &c. of his lordfliip. He alfo forged 
letters, pretending to receive them from 

the- 
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the fteward, rcfpeding the cftate of his 
mafter (iituated in the moon). Thefe leu 
ters mentioned the ftate of the revenue, 
and the expence for buildings and penfions, 
pointing out to M. le Marquis the fums he 
had received from his farmers during the 
year. The old merchant fell into the fnare,, 
giving his daughter (who had before hand 
taken care to provide an heir to the fa- 
mily) to the rich warrior, who in reality 
was nothing more than a gambling adven* 
turer. 

Some time after the marriage, Lippc* 
ville formed rather too intimate an ac- 
quaintance with the marchionefs ; and be- 
ing difcovered, was foundly threfhcd by 
his mafter, and fent about his bufinefs 
with difgrace. ' 



It 
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It was after quitting this place that he 
entered into the fervice of. the Danifh en- 
voy, then refident at Paris; here he learned 
the elements of <hat language which was 
afterwards fo ufeful to him. His exquifite 
Ikill in procuring pretty women for his ex- 
cellency obtained him the place of'fecretary 
to a cardinal, who could neither read ^. 
nor write. AH the- time which his emi- 
nence dki not pafs in bed, at table, or ia "^ 
particular intimacy with a young man of 
feventeen (whofe heart and mind he was 
endeavouring to form) was fpent in catch- 
ing of flies, cutting off their wings, and 
gluing little paper figures on their backs-, 
which the poor animals thus tortured wei e 
forced to drag along, to the great diverfion 
of Mi le^ Cardinal. Lippeville was ex- 
tremely well fatisfied with hisfituation, ac- 
companied his mafter to Italy, faw all the 

/■ ' 

curiofuies 
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curiofities of that fine country, crept up 
the Scala Santa on his knees, and at length 
niadie the tour of Europe, in company with 
his eminence's coufin, under the name of 
Cafitane de Lippeville^ 

After the dcceafe of the young lord, 
who died in confequence of his gallantry at 
Aix, he fliared the property with the do- 
meftics. At Spa the game of pharo de- 
prived him of all but die penCon which he 
had pur^hafed, and that he alfo loft after* 
wards. The fevcnth chapter of the firft 
volume contains, the remainder of his adi^ 
ventures. 

It was beyond midnight when we ftpa-? 
rated. The day following I employed ia 
vifiting the principal cuiiofities. of the 
cityv 
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We may have feen a great many couit* 
tries without gaining information from our 
travels ; a refleftion I entirely felt the force 
of. Notwithftanding the fliortnefs of our 
ftay in the capital of Denmark, had wc 
been accompanied by a man of learning,. 
he would not have failed to fix our atten- 
tion on feveral obje<5b, which might havc 
given us an idea of the national charafter, 
manners, and degree of improvement of 
the inhabitants. But the old vagabond who 
was our guide had no fuch idea ; he^ (hewed) 
us the ftatue of Leda on the lile of AmaCy 
between Copenhagen and Chriftian*s-haven,, 
the citadel of Frederick's-haven, the caftlc 
of the city, which is truly magnificent, and 
worthy the attention of ftrangers, and the 
famous hofpital of Wharton, that our conr 
dudlor would never have mentioned, if^ 
loving to recal to my memory the weak;- 

nels 
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nefs of human nature, I had not queflioned 
him concerning the hofpitals and charities. 
This inftitution merits particular attention, 
as it contains more than three hundred 
beds. But I promifed in the preceding 
chapter to fpare you a wearifome defcrip- 
tion of Copenhagen, and an honeft man 
ihould ever keep his word. 

We returned in the evening, fatigued 
with our walks about the city, took leave 
of pur Cicerone^ went on board next mom-^ 
ing at fix, and failed for Holland. 



CHAP. 
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chap: VII.. 

Peter continues his Manufcript during th'r 

Voyage^ 

^ I^HE mildnefs of the weather appeared 
•*■ to promife vts a happy voyage ; all 
tried to amufe themfelves ; punch, cards^ 
and tobacco, were employed for that pur^ 
pofe. Notwithftanding, towards evenings 
I drew out my manufcript, and read as foU 
lows* 



Continuation of'M. £ri^k^s Manti^ript. 

" When I awoke, I found myfelf in the 
very fame {pot where I had difembarked 
the (day of my arrival in this fortunate 
country, and equally faiqt with hunger as 

1 tlien 
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t;then was — All that I had feen and heard 
appeared as a dream.- Could hunger and 
wearinefs, thought I, throw me into fo 
deep afleep, that the two perfons whom I 
imagined conducted me. to their delightful 
dwellings, and prefented to my fight an in- 
nocent and truly happy nation, fliould be 
no more than falfe piftures, and the fport of 
imagination ? Who dare decide to the con- 
jtrary ? There is fo little to be depended on, 
even in our waking ideas, that it is impof- 
fible to convince others of the exiftence of 
an objedt which they have not feen. The 
moft learned men difpute daily on things 
that they affirm having experienced, and 
obfe*rved with the greateft care. But does 
not the clear-fighted man diftinguifh what 
is imperceptible to him whofe fight is 
weak ? Does not the aftronomei* with his 
xube contemplate other worlds? Mud the 

plurality 
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plurality of pcifons unanimous in fuftain* 
ing the fame thing decide in thofc cafes ? 
If fo, doubtlefs the number of thofe who 
have feen and believe in apparitions will 
prove their exiftence ? If the judgment of 
the clear-fighted is to be taken before that 
of others, who would not wi(h to p^^s for 
fuch ? However it may t)e, / think I faw 
all I have related^ though I would prefer 
its being a dream. — ^What happi«efs to 
meet with fuch a charming country ! — but 
what grief fo foon to quit it ! 



-<c 



As I informed you, X found myfelf in: 
the (ame place, and faint wiUi hunger* 
Rifing to view the country, what was my 
iaftonifliment to find that it was not uncul- 
tivated, as it had firft appeared to me, but 
that all along the (hore, on the fides of 
the hills, among the fields, woods^ and val- 

liest 
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lies, were difperfed a great number of 
towns and villages. From whence could 
this change arife? It appears that I am 
tranfported on the coaft of Europe — ^it is 
immaterial, I will advance. 

** The pangs of hunger caufed me to 
feek for food ; and having gone forward 
about a hundred paces, I difcovered a gar- 
den furrounded with pallifades ; I could 
not refifl the inclination of gathering fome 
of the fruit which loaded the trees. Afting 
according to the dictates of want, I paiTed 
the rails, and beat down a large apple, 
which I devoured with the utmoft avidity, 
I had hardly done this, when I heard a ter- 
rible voice behind me, exclaiming in the 
language of the inhabitants of the iflands 
near the antardic pole, " Curfed robber ! 
may all the forrows of life light on thee ! 

What 
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What bofinefs haft thou in my gardcii ?'* 
I looked haftily behind me, and difcovered 
a man dreflcd from head to foot, but in fo 
ridiculous a manner, that I was aftonilhed* 
His drefs confifted in a number of little 
pieces, which fo entirely disfigured his 
fhape and features, that he prefented the 
moft grotefque and laughable tippearance. 

*' Generous man," faid I, "forgive me; 
it is fo long fihce I tafted food, that the 
acutenefs of my hunger forced me to feize 
your property. I am alfo a ftranger, and 
' was ignorant that the gardens belonged to 
any perfon in particular, having lately been 
ieiccttftomcd to a country where the gifts of 
Nature are in -common:^ 



m 

The Man. It is not fo here ; we are oblig- 
ed to pay Tieavy taxes, or how would our 

erif 
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crif (thus thofe iflanders call their fove- 
reigns) fupport the expence of thofe cu- 
rious foreign animals which he fends for to 
fuch a diftance, iti order to amufe himfelf 
with their antics ? 

" Brick. Is it poffible that, to furriifti 
amufemertts to yourerif, you labour with 
the fweat of your brow, and are neceffitated 
to refafe a little nourifliment to a ftrangcr 
fainting with hunger? 

- " T2v Man. Softly, foftly, ftranger j I 
pardon you this time, but in future be 
careful to fpeak with more refpeft of our 
gracious fovereign. Murmurs are ufelefs; 
k is not thfe fauk of our prince ; he is only 
ten years old. But if in reality you have 
been long without food, I have fufficient 
to appeafe your hunger/* 

VOL. II. F We 
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** We entered into his, cottage 5 where* 
ever I turned my eyes there were the marks 
of poverty ; the furniture old and broken ; 
a wife and &js, children covered with rags— ^ 
bags of dried leaves ferving the whole fa- 
mily for beds. 

*^ fbe Man. Do not be a(loni(hed at 
thefe outward marks bf mifery— -There was 
a time when our fituatton was happier^ but 
the taxes with which we are loaded have re-* 
duced us to the cruel neceflity of felling one 
Ihiflg after anothet> to pay the king's du- 
ties*. There is fonae of our conimon 
food, (it was a pafte made with the flour 
of a plant, mixed with water^ and baked 
in the oven) eat as much as you pleafe, the 

* To render it more cfear, I ihali ufe the words 

king, minifter, and farmers-general. 

jiutbcr's Note. 

gods 
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gods will return it to mc— Do you believe 
in the immortals ? 

'* Brick. I believe in one at lead ^ but 
how can you a(k that queftion ? 

" Tke Man. Why, 1 fuppofed you came 
Trom the capital, where the exiflence of a 
Divinity is no longer believed ; for if the 
minifters thought that there were Gods 
who punifli wickedn^s, they would not 
treat us fo cruelly. I myfelf knead the 
pafte you are eating, and grow in my own 
fields the grain of which it is compofcd ; 
notwithftanding, for each bulhel I gather 
I am obliged to give the fovereign a Hone ♦ 
t)y way of tax. . 

* A particular kind of precmos floae. wlucfa it 
found at a prodigious depth in the earth, and that 
flaves procure 4t the utmoft hazard, pafled here inflead 

^k of 

958584A. 
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*^ Brick. How x:an you bear fuch op- 
preffion ? You informed me you fovereign 
was a child, and it is againft nature to 
obey an infant ; it is unjuft that fo many 
millions of men (hould labour .to furnifli- 
one with frivolous amufements. Leave 
this giddy boy to grow up, and choofe a 
refpeAable old man for your chief. 

'T'he Man. Ah, you know nothing of the 
matter ; I find you are indeed a ftranger. 
The inftant the old fovereign dies, his fon, 
however young, takes his place. 

of money, If a fubjeft difcovered any on his lands, 

he was obliged to deliver them to the royal treafury, 

as all thofe ftones, vifible or inviiible, belonged to the 

prince. Several flaves have loft their lives inieeking 

ihem in the bowels of the eartk. 

Author^ s Note^ 

Brick. 
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Srick. That cuftom I perfeftly under- 
ftand, though it is not the lefs riidiculous j 
but if you are fatisficd, I have no reafon to 
be otherwife; yet if the greater number of 
the fubjefts are diflatisfied, it is in their 
power to fupprefs what too weak an indul- 
gence firft introduced. How ridiculous to 
obey an infant, who perhaps canoot yet 
fpeak» 

** Tbe Man. Oh, yes, our prince can 
{peak ; but at the bottom it is not himfelf 
who governs ; it is his mother, a prieft, and 
the firft cook. Thefe three people do what 
they pleafe in the name of the young king, 
and we are the dupes; they. tax us above . 
our power, under pretence of fupporfing 
the foreign animals in the king's men^- 
gery, while, on the contrary, it is the old 
matron, the prieft, and the cook, who dif- 

F 3 fipate 
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fipatc the nation's treafure, and fquandcr 
what they obtain from our labour. 

** Brick. Well, I may boaft of my coun- 
try, where fuch impofition is unknown j it 
is mpft unheard-of abomination, 

[^TheM^n. AH this is nothing; when 
you advance fanher in the country, you 
will yet fee ftranger things. 

•* Brick. Heaven defend me! I will 
leave you. Accept my thanks for your 
hofpitality ; Providence, I hope, will 
requite you. To compleat your charity, 
inform me of the neareft road to the fron- 
tiers, 

** The Man. Oh, you will foon reach 
diem, and though you walk but mode- 
rately. 
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rateljr, you will crofs the ftates of four fo^ 
vereigns before the gomg down of the fun* 
Every one of tbefc littk kings has^ a right 
to chop off your head^ if you fay any thing 
to inair their difpleafure, 

'• Brick. FoHr countries to pafs ! I fhall 
Ibrely meet one where the people are 
fcappy. Adieu^ my friend. Continuing 
my way, I foon reached another fovereignty. 
By the fide of a field, I met a countryman 
orarwhelmed with melancholy. •* Tell 
me,** faid I, " why this country is fo bar« 
rcn and xincuhivated ? Is it occafioned by 
the ravages of war ?" — " No,'* replied the 
villager, ** it is the large wild mice .that 
make this deftruftiori in the night." 
" Is there no means to extirpate them ?'*—*- 
** Oh, no, we muft not attempt it 3 they 
furnifh our prince with his mofl favourite 

F 4 amufement ; 
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amufepient ; he has them brought here 
from all parts, and unhappy would that 
fubjedt be that (hoiild dare moleft them j 
in himfelf alone lies the privilege of killing 
them. To-morrow there will be a great 
flaughter, as our lord goes a hunting. He 
is a handfopie man, mild and affable ; a 
number of Haves will be fet on foot to 
catch thefe niice, and whoever procures 
three will obtain his liberty 5 but thofe who 
fail will be forced to race until they drop 
down dead, a fight that affords the utmoft 
amufement to our good king ; you cannot 
form an idea of his mirth at this fpeftacle.'* 
** Abominable mirth!'* exclaimed!; ^'pray 
direft me the neareft road out of thefe ter* 
ritories/' 

The countryman did fo, and I redoubled 
my pace to reach the neighbouring ftate \ 

^ which 
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which I hstd hardly entered, when I per- 
ceived a man pofted near the limits, armed 
with a bow and arrows, who called to me 
in a terrible voice — " Stop, flop 5 who are 
you ? To arms, comrades, to arms ! Here 
is the enemy ! — Halloo, courage ! — Tell 
me inftantly who you are." — " A poor, 
defencelefs, innocent traveller," — " If fo, 
advance, friend ; pafs without fear. Good 
day." I iadvanced, fmiling-^" But tell 
me," faid I, *^ why this terrible noife. Is 
the enemy in the country ?"— ." No, cer- 
tainly," replied the redoubtable warrior ; 
" you fee that my bow is unftrung ; we 
a6t thus, in order not to lofe the cuftom 
of arms, in cafe we (hould go to war. Our 
fovereign loves the noife of camps and war- 
like manoeuvres ; he has never any battles 
to fight, docs no one mifchief ; notwith- 
ftanding, he is partial to the bloody games 

F5 of 
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of Bellona, In the night he wakes fud* 
^enly, leaps from his bed, crying, * Hal- 
loo ! to arms ! we have reached the enemy ; 
kill, mailacre all you meet.' For our parts> 
wfc are obliged to ad the fame/* — "Doubt- 
lefs, you are well paid for your trouble ?** 
" But moderately j every two days we re* 
ceive a large piece of pafte, but half of it 
we are obliged to make into bullets, which 
we throw at each other every morning for 
ajci hour, to imitate a battle, our prince 
•joining with us in the fport. We have but 
Httle pafte remaining for the fecond day, 
therefore it is a kind of a faft, but then we 
have nothing to do. Have you an incli- 
nation to lift into the troops of our fove- 

reign ?** ** Heaven preferve me, my 

friend — ^is the next principality far diftant?^* 
** No, you will reach it in an hour.** I 
had no fooner quitted hini) than he began 

exclaiming 
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Exclaiming — Halloo, comradesi mind your 
guardj the enemy is near — Gck)d journey, 
friend." 

4 
I « 

** 1 was almoft tempted to believe that 
I was travelling through, a country of mad- 
men^ as I advance^ ]2»erhaps^ thought I, 
I may meet with, fovereigns more enlight* 
ened and wife — ^But who is that who fighs 
and groans fo piteouily befide me ? It was a 
poor woman who was weeping with the ut*^ 
mod bitternefs; her only fon had been 
torn from her to fend to the prince. " My 
fon," faid (he, " was my only hope and 
comfort ; he has laboured with fo much iiH 
duftry fince die death of his father, that he 
entirely maintained me and his two little 
fifters. I fliall now be obliged to cultivate 
my fields by my own weak labour ; for I 
am not rich enough to purchafe or fupport 

F 6 a Have j 
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a Have ; yet my rates and taxes will ftill 
continue the fame ; they are laid upon our 
lands, and I muft pay, though by the lofs 
of my fon deprived of the means of culti- 
vating them to advantage." 

I aflced her of wjiat effential fervice her 
fon eould ■ be to the monarch ? She was 
aftonilhed at the- queftion. ** Is it poflible 
you (hould be uninformed ?*' — ^" Why, it 
is Mt eafy to divine. "-^-^Well then, I will 
tell you. Our erif keeps twenty thoufand 
play^fs on the lyre, all of the fame height; 
his territories being fmall, he finds it diffi- 
cult to affemble fo many men of a fize. 
He might employ Arangers, but they muft 
be paid, and his own fubjeds are neceffi- 

* 

tated to become muficians without reeom- 
pence. His capital is magnificent, and 
well peopled, for th^ ftreets are crouded 

with 



with the players on the lyre, but the court- 
try is in the moft deplorable fituation ; the 
women till and cultivate the ground, at the 
fame time depriving themfelves of necelTa- 
ries, in order to carry food to the city for 
their fons, brothers, or coufins, for fear the 
poor muficians (hould die of hunger, 
(Such are the caprices of the princes near 
the pole. Happily it is not fo in Europe.) 
The ftrongeft men being thus employed, 
the people become difpirited, andlofe their 
induftry. By degrees the muficians become 
accullomed to their fituation, thinking 
""themfelves happy to continue therein ^ for 
-(hould th^ir health be impaired, or their 
phyfiognomy happen to difpleafe the - erif, 
he difmiffes them, leaving them the choice 
of robbing, at rifk of the gibbet, or perifli- 
-ihg with hunger. You will doubt lefs afk 
if this puiffant proteftor of the players on 
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the lyre is a great mufician ? No : he uii« 
derftands nothing of mufic^ nor can any 
one conceive his teafon for aflembling fuch 
a number of Qrpheus's round him. 

I haftened to quit this harmonious abode» 
but met with a misfortune in the attempt. 
The government, inftead of providing la*^ 
bour for the moil induftrious> took in^ 
finite pains to impoverifli the fubjeds ; but 
•had) notwithftanding, made excellent hu«> 
snane regulations againft beggars. If they 
found any one entreating afliftance, they 
immediately caufed them to be tranfported 
to the frontiers by guards. Admirable in- 
ilitution ! — ^firft to rob them with impunity 
of their purfe, and then to forbid them to 
afk back a fmall pittance of their own mo« 
ney. Happilyj as I faid before, this coun- 
try was liot large, otherwife they might 

have 
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have marched a man guilty of be^ary un« 
til he dropped down dead with fatigue and 
hunger* I had nearly experienced that 
fate, for I had exhaufted mjrfelf fb entirely 
with walking, that I fainted, and fell at the 
door of a houfe, where I entreated a refting; 
place and a little food. The magiClrate, iu 
ipite of my eameft entreaties, inftantly or- 
dered me to be thrown into a cart, in which 
I was jolted from village to village, till I 
-reached the territories of a neighbouring 
prince, where I was thrown on the ground 
in the open country, and ieft in the greatell 
diftrefs. 

v.. 

** Faint with hunger, and finking with 
•fatigue, I was more than an. hour in drag- 
•ging , my weary limbs to a neighbouring 
hut. A generous and rcfpe<ftable old man, 
ndecently cloathed, drew near to me, and^ 
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moved with compaffion, led me gently tO'^ 
wards his habitation. He took particular 
care of me, and my ftrength began to re- 
turn in about twenty-four hours. 

** I exprefled my gratitude to my bene- 
faftoT : but for bim I fliould have fallen a 
viftim to the excellent police of the puii> 
fant proteftor of the players on the lyre. 
The man who had fo generoufly faved my 
life was what is called among us a fchool- 
- mafter ; he inftrufted the country youths, 
teaching them with the utmoft zeal, but 
extraordinary fimplicity -, he early taught 
the children to know their duties, and to 
enjoy the fatisfaftion of doing a good ac- 
tion ; he bred them to a love of labour, or- 
der, application, and economy, thus form- 
ing an important clafs of citizens, who ac- 
quire all, fupport all, and on which the ge- 

neral 
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neral felicity depends. This perfon was 
therefore one of the moft ufeful members of 
the flate/ and I naturally* concluded, that 
from the throne to the lowcft of the fub- 
jecfls, all muft treat with refpeft the man 
who fixed the foundation on an inftrufted 
and induftriouS' generation. How 'greatly 
was I deceived ! — The monarch thought of 
nothing but his pleafures, neglected the fa- 
cred duties of his throne, banifhing eyery 
thing that might give rife to reflection or 
ferious ideas. He entertained a large coni- 
pany of rope-dancers and tumblers, who 
were daily obliged to repeat their tricks in 
his prefence. Thefe jugglers were richly 
paid, honored, and cfteemed. The firft 
female perforrtier of the company had 
ninety-five times as much falary as the re- 
fpedkable old man before-mentioned ; be- 
fides, the profeffion of. a fchiopl-inafter was 

held 
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held in univer(al difefteem. He did not 
dare addrefs the great ; even the common-* 
alty of the capital looked on him with dif- 
dain. In general, throughout the whole of 
this country, which was extenfive, neither 
merit was rewarded nor places pven for the 
common utility^ but after the moft ridicu* 
lous prejudices. There were few men of 
undejflanding who would . undertake the 
important employments; and for iehooB- 
mailers, they admitted none but thofe who 
undertook the charge at the lowefl: price** 
Thofe fituations were ufually filled by the 
lowed and moil ignorant of mankind i for 
even did a ikilfal candidate offer, who de- 
termined to adopt this kind of life, from 
gqpdnefs of heart,, or by neceffity, the 
emoKiments attached to it were fo imall, 
that it cut off all mean^ of fliewing his ta- 
lents^ and frequeady forced him for fub- 

iiilence 
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fiftence to have rccourfe to fomc mean and 
vulgar employment. This abufe was never 
attempted to be removed, for the govern* 
ment could not condefcend to look into the 
inftrudtion of the people. Public tuition 
was therefore intruded to the infpeftion of 
a certain order^ who had ufurped the title 
of the true priefts of the Divinity y whofe in* 
ecreft was rather to keep the people in ig* 
norance tlian to improve their underftand- 
ing : thus they took care to throw powerful 
pbftacles in the way of education. The 
greater part of the fchool-mafters were their 
creatures, and neceflitated to follow their 
plans, or otherwife totally ignorant. Added 
to this, inftruftion v;as to be given by in* 
variable rules ; inftead of direfting the at- 
tention of the child to gendenefs, the du- 
ties of fopiety, and the beauties of benefi- 
<:ent Nature, they fatigued their memories 
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for fifteen years with abfurd and unintelli* 
gible fyftems, invented by interefted and 
artful people. Mifery to the child wha 
fliould have endeavoured to follow its own 
underftanding — mifery to the mafter who 
Ihould have endeavoured to adopt . any 
other method of inftru6tion I — In the name 
of a goody tolerant, and merciful Creator, 
they would have purfued them to the 
grave. My hoft was eriregiftred in the ca- 
talogue of the reproved by thefe bronzes, 
his reputation of probity, and whole dock 
of prudence were fcarcely fufficient to de-^ 
fend him from the fnares fpread for his he^ 
terodoxy^ which was the name given to good 
fenfe in this country. 

The law invented by thefe priefts, ta 
whom this vaft part of the globe, and the 
crifs themfelves, were obliged to fubmit, 

went 
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wfent fofaras to forbid them tafting parti- 
cular food, or labouring at ufeful employ- 
xnents on certain days they cbofe to no- 
xninato, 

^^ One particular fet oF the fubjefts had 
not fubmitted to this ridiculous law, de- 
termining only to ad: according to their 
xonvidlion, a crime that was punilhed by 
the moft ci'uel opprcffion ; obliged in fome 
meafure to pay for the air they breathed, 
generally defpifed, condemned, and de- 
clared incapabk of holdhig any place in 
the ftate; they would have been extirpated, 
had not the intereft of the princes preferred 
their exiftence. Notwichffanding the in- 
juftice they were guilty of towards them, 
ihcy were ufeful to their country, not de- 
ferting their homes, but leading a regular 
and quiet life, following the cuftoms of 
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their fathers, not troubling themfelvcs with 
the affairs of the flate, patient in misfor* 
time, laborious, afbive, and temperate, 
having among them men of underftanding 
and philolbphers. The unworthy proceed- 
ings of the teft of the nation towards them 
was not proper to infpire the^i with attach* 
menti it rather excited mutual hatred, 
giving room to diflionourable adtions.-— 
They were accufed of taking part in all the 
thefts committed ; the greater part of theft 
opprefled fubjcdts followed the profefliofi 
9f ufurcrs, nor was it to be wondered at, 
they were deprived of every .means of gain* 
ing an honed Ibbfiflence, and themfelves 
devoted to {Hiblic difdain. 

The offices of ftate, as I before remarked^ 
are not bellowed according to the degrees 
of utility, but by the moft ridiculous pre* 

judice$» 
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judices. Among others there was an order 
of diflinguifhed citizens^ who held the firft 
rank after the princes ; they were called the 
bowhtg heads : certain families looked on 
this as a prerogative, and took particular 
pride in proving, that their fathers canied 
their heads in the iame manner, and liad 
never married women without a iimilar 
propenfity. Their ancestors had probably 
fcrved. their country, and their cotempora^ 
ries, out of gratitude, had given them the 
appellation of the bowing heads^ as a mark 
of diftindion. the efteem of the people^ 
the careful education bellowed on their 
children, and perhaps the riches acquired 
by their talents and valour, aided to tranf- 
tnit the veneration to their pofterity which 
themfelves had enjoyed ; the mothers, atten** 
tive to revive in their children the image of 
their iUuftrious anceilors^ bent their heads 

forward 
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forward as foon as they were bornr But 
this diftinftion foon degenerated into abufe, 
as the latter defcendants, proud of the high 
cfteem they acquired from their fathers^, 
thought there was no occafion for them to 
imitate their virtues, therefore contented 
themfeives by proving their refemblance by 
the bowing head alone. By the moft- fatal 
blindnefs, the ftate did not ,bnly continue 
to thefe defcendants the privileges granted 
to their fathers (which was in fome means 
juftifiable) but alfo gave them frefti prero^ 
gatives, both political and moral, diie only 
to real merit and talents. Thus the firft 
dignities of the ftate were-granted to none 
but the bowing heads ; the moft refpe<5lable, 
wife, ;6r ejilightened old man was neceffi* 
tated to fubfift on a flender income, be- 
caufe his head was ere£t, and obliged to 
obey an ignorant noble, who was richly 

paid 
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p&id for what he did not do. Thefe men 
ittiagitted themfclv^s fo mu<:h above the 
reft, that they alfo fought to diftinguifti 
their party by the moft expenfive appear- 
ance. The luxury with which they were 
fiirrounded frequently deranged their^ af- 
fairs, noftwithrtanding the privileges an^ 
immunities which they enjoyed,' yet preju* 
dice was fo powerful in their favour, that 
the rich, wife, rand enlightened man, whofe 
head was naturally ereft, frequently bent it 
to the earth before an ignorant and indigent 
noble. To proted their fooliffi pride, 
there reigned among them fo fimilar a fpi- 
rit, that they admitted none but equals into 
their focieties. The vanity of fome weak 
men led them, even at an advanced age,, 
to attempt to bend their heads, in order 
that they might be admitted into thofe 
wear! fome. and vain -glorious aflemblies, 

VOL, !!• G^ V^Ke.^^ 
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'Wlfccre pride and arrogant poverty predomi* 
lutted* Others took this ftep from con- 
ftraiat) for the advancement of their fami- 
lies, though diejr felt the folly of it. For 
feveral ages the princes had taken care to 
iceep alive tHs prejudice. Some feeling 
that their merits did not render them wor- 
thy of the fituation where their birth had 
placed tfaem, wiQied to affemble round 
them people d£ weak talents and little 
knowledge. Men of underftanding would 
^oo fenfibly have made them feel their infe- 
riority. On the contrary, ikilful fovereigns 
took care not to reform this abufe, as the 
cuftom of bowing coll them nothing, and 
was likcwifc a powerful meaas of gaining 
artful men, who might ferve as inftrumenrs 
to their defpotic plans. Notwithftanding, 
it muft be allowed,, that there were fomc 
men of peculi$ir merit among the bowing 

bcadsy 
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i)€a^5i that were exceptions to the general 
tule, and doubly efteemed, as they were of 
<he difl.ingui(hed ciafs,. 

'" Natur? had fey chance inclined my 
4iead to ftoop, and I could not conceive, 
feefore I was acquainted with the true rea* 
fon, why every one paid me fuch particular * 
attention; for when I accompanied the 
fchool-mafter in the ftreet, the people ap* 
peared to pity me, or rather to blame me 
(ox condefcenditig fo greatly; they even 
began to doubt the reality of my extrac- 
tion, doubtlefs wiftiing me to fubmit to 
the ingrafted prejudice of facrificing conti- 
nually my own enjoyments to perpetual 
t-ommerce with the bofwing heads; thus giv- 
ing up the advantage acquired by the ac- 
quaintance of men of underftanding and 
learning, and throwing away the hours of 

G 2 ^«^^^2:«w 
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which I mud one day give an account* 
Tbefe cuftoms appear ftrange to us civi- 
hzed Europeans, the recital is nevcrthelefs 
true. They pofleffed alfo a number of fol- 
lies which I fliall not here repeat, but con- 
tent myfelf with defcribing two or three. 

* 

*\ The vaft country where I new was, 
adjoined another no lefs extcnfive, called 
Vent-i'ti, and which was inhabited by a 
people whofe manners and national charac- 
ter was totally different from thofe among 
whom I dwelt ; they had frequently made 
hoftile irruption on the pofieflions of the 
laft, pillaging and facking them, in fpite of 
the rights of men and the moil facrcd trea- 
ties. In confequence, there reigned the 
moft inveterate hatred between the Si mi- 
chi-reens (the name of the people among 
whom I dwelt) and the Vent-i-ti-tiens, the 

latter 
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ktter of whonl were fo proud and vain- 
glorious, that they defpifed every other na- 
tion on the earth, and particularly their 
neighbours. If they wifhed to defcribe a 
blockhead, they called him a Si-mi-chi-reen, 
notwithftanding which, the Si-mi-chi-reens 
were mean enough to approve and imitate 
whatever the Vcnt-i-ti-tiens undertook, 
^oke, or wore. This ridicylous folly of 
their neighbours diverted,, the latter, who 
did not fail to invent daily ibme new 
whimfey, laughing heartily when they faw 
the princes and nobles o( the Si-mi-chi- ' 
reens endeavouring who Ihould firft adopt 
this new foppery. This paffion predomi- 
nated fo far, that did the vileft of the Vent- 
i-ti-tiens repair to the Si-mi-chi-reens, he 
was both fure of fuccefs and protedlion. 
The fovereign and the towing heads {poke 
no language tut the Vent-i-ti-tien ; they 

G 5 were 
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were not even taught their maternat tongue,. 
being forbid to ufe it from their extreme- 
youth. The Vent-i-ti-tiens had a cuftoni 
of wrapping up their children in linen 
cloths. 

" A young erif was born at Vent-i^ti ; and 
princes are fubjieft to evacuations as well as 
other men, the royal infant foiled his linen* 
The old ertf immediately pubHihed an 
edid, by which he commanded all his fub^ 
jefts to wear habits the colour of his fon's 
dirty cloaths. ** We Chall foon fee/* (kid 
he, laughing heartily as he Ggned the or- 
der, ** all the SJ-mi-chi-rcens decorated 
with the filth of my fon."** It happened as 
he had forefeen ; for before eight days had 
elapfed, a Si-mi-chi-reen princefs fent an 
ambaffador extraordinary to entreat fome of 
the prince's dirty linen, of which (be made 

a cloaks 
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Mr cloak. One day the nurfe of the young 
Vent-i-ti-tien prince fung a very filly fbng 
as fhe was rocking him to fleep, which be^ 
ing overheard by the old erif, he immedi« 
atcly difpatched an envoy with orders to 
fing it to the different courts of the Si-mi- 
chi-reens. From which inftant this fong 
became fo great a favourite, that the Si- 
mi-chi-reens paid their compliments to 
each other in that tune» 

•* The ^ing of the Vent-i-ti happened 
6ne day to be playing with a domeftic ani- 
mal on his knee, who, reg^rdlefs of the ho- 
nor, foiled his majefty ; he immediately 
undreflTed, and fold his cloa^ths to a Si-mi-^ 
chi-reen prince, Who ordered that all who 
wiflied preferment at his court (hould wear 
the fame colour. 

G 4 Thefe 
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" Thefe arc among the leaft follies I 
heard recited. How much did I wi(h to 
return ta Europe, exclaiming, *^ Ah, was 
I but in Germany, my dear country^ I 
ihould not fee fuch follies." 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Continuation of the ManuJcript'^Arrival in 

Holland. 

I HAVE a thoufand pardons to entreat 
of my readers for the wearinefs I muft 
have occafioned them by M. Brick*s ma»- ' 
nufcript ; they would doubtlefs have pre- 
ferred that I ftiould continue the recital of 
my t)wn adventures; I therefore promife 
them, on the faith of an author, that aftet 
the tenth chapter I will fay no more of M. 
Brick or his manufcript. Seated quietly 
on the deck, in calm weather, contemplat- 
ing on the vanity of fublunary things, and 
watching the fmoke of my pipe evaporat- 
ing in air, could I do better tlian fill the 
blank this voyage would have left in my 

G 5 hiftory 
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hiftory, than by the fingular ad vent tires of 
my dead friend. They abound with fucb 
aftoniftiing erents, that ahhough I might 
iiave met with uncommon changes of for- 
tune, they would have been nothing, com- 
pared to the marvellous ones bf M* Brick. 

- ** The weather was clear and cahn, as i 
before remarked ; but had we met with a^ 
ftorm, on whatever coaft wc had been;! 
thrown, could we have feea more ridicu- 
lous things than thofe defcribed by my 
friend in the countries .ne^r the pole. Had 
\ve ftruck upon a rock and perifti^, the 
-world would have been ignoraot of my ad- 
ventures ; -or had we beep caft on a defart 
iflajid, without rqfource, we maft have 
diiawn lots for the firft viftim to feed the 

V 

teft^ Suppofc it had fallen on me, the re- 
cital of fo cruel a fate could have given no 

one 
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tme pleafurc. I (hall therefope purfue my 
plan, and tranfcribe the contiauation of 
my friend's hiftory. 



Continuation of M* Bricks Manufcript. 

•* I ftiovdd have looked on the ftrangp 
things I heard from the fchool-maftcr as 
fabulous^ had I been informed of them by 
any other perfon. I entreated him to let 
me witnefs fome of thofe whinifical cuftomy 
he had defcribed ; and as he happened at 
that time to be called to the capital, in or- 
der to anfwer "the cccfefiaftical council the 
complaints alledged^ a^nil him, he ap«^ 
peared willing to grant my requeft. He 
was accufbd of faying to one of his pupils^ 
that good example was more profitable thai* 
the (ermons of twenty preachers ;. a Jpeeck 
fee was ordered to juftify. 

G6 " We 
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•* We began our journeys afid in our 
way had to go through fome fmall towns, 
where I had occafion to remark the ridicut-" 
lous imitation of the cuftoms and manners 
of the Vent-i-ti-tlenSy the raee for which 
had penetrated even into the villages, the 
inhabitants running in crowds to the capi- 
tal, to fell at a low rate their warm and 
durable cloaths, in order to purchafe others 
of a lefs lafting quality, but made in the 
fafliion, and of the fame colour as the 
Vent-i-ti-tien pricce's dirty linen^ 

The judge of a borough, whofe appoints 
raent was moderate, but who fold juftice 
for gold, in order to lead a life of mor€ 
fplendour, fent for a Vent-i-ti-tien coofc, 
commanding that no other language (hould 
be fpoke in his houfe." The fovereign kept 
a miftrefs of that nation, laughing openly 

at 
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at fidelity, domeftic duty, and the bands' 
of Hymen ; thus his example had baniflied 
peace, concord, piety, and virtue, fronij 
the families of his fubjeft&r 

**• I was. informed that all the princes in 
general .of this part of the world favoured; 
tuxury, corruption of manners, want of 
probity, and a tafte for pleafures, in order 
to reign with- more defpotifm. A nation 
held by fuch frivoloiis bends is foon dif- 
imited, for its attention rs eai ly turned 
from ferious and important matters to amu{- 
ing trifles. Subjeft to a number of imagi- 
nary wants, the monarch flatters or negleds 
them according to his Irking, as they are 
chains which coi;fine weak minds in his 
power J thus infenfibly enervated and en- 
feebled with vice, they have no longer 
ftrength or courage fuflicient to Ihake off 

the 
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yoke which tyrarmy has long impofed o© 
them. 



^ About noon- we amved a^ the capital ;. ^ 
• prodigious number of fpeftators were affem> 
bled before a large building ; I aiked the 
caufe — It aftoniflied me. 7Vo bad diC- 
pofed men had perfuaded the fovereign to* 
introduce a new kind of tax, which the 
fubjefts Ihould not think oppreffive, and 
yet bring in a confiderable revenue to the 
ftate. . Thi« wsts a new game, to whicb 
ftrangcrs and indolent natives were equally 
invited. Small ftones, as I have befdre- 
feid, held the place of money. A large: 
machine, made Kke a wheel,, was therefore^ 
placed, and thofe who chofe threw in at at 
fmall aperture a ftone, on which they wrote 
their names* When they had procured a 
certain quantity, ^hey turned the wheeli 

witbr 
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^uh tlie utmoft velocity, without clofing; 
the opemng ; and if by chance one fell out^ 
thofe whofe name was wrkcen thereon had 
the whole contents of th€ wheel ; but if • 
aone dropped out in a fpecified tiqie, then 
the entire appertained to the government* 
When we confMer the rapidity with which 
the wheel was turned, it may eafily be fup- 
pofcd how rarely fortune favouTed the ad- 
venturers i thus the fovereign gained con^ 
fiderably at this game; Hope daily en- 
gaged a great number of both rich and 
poor to run the chance, the unfoi^tunate 
frequently hazarding the lafl: remains of 
their property, and returning with defpair 
in their heartsy Shall I coMfcfs that 1 had 
the folly to throw in the laft of my ftones, 
fo greatly was I dazzled by the pompofity 
of the inilitution, and charmed with the 
fiattcry of a herald, who exclaimed, A mo- 
ment 
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went enriches here. But, oh, miracuIousT 
perhaps they had not turned the wheel fwift 
enough," or from what caufe I know not, 
but my ftonc fell out. After fome oppo- 
fition to detain my prizp, 1 received, a huni- 
dred flonea, the deftruftion of twenty fa*- 
jnilies* 

*'^ Who (o happy as myfelf ? I offered tOv 
(hare my fortune with my benefador, but 
he peremptorily refufed,.deckring he would 
never become rich from the ruin of the" 
poor; the utmoft he would accept from 
me was, the payment of his board for fome. 
days at the inn- 

" Detained for fome time in the capital 
by the chicane of the priefts, my honcft 
conductor had opportunity to (he me what 
was curious. How many flrange events 

ftrucfc 
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ftruck me with furprize ; " I faw men who 
plagued, tormented, teized, perplexed, pur- 
fued, and ruined each other for no rcafon j 
others who flattered, carefled, and gave the 
utmofl importance to trifles ; meannefs, 
want of tafte, and wearinefs, accompanied 
their entertainments, in which they in vain 
attempted to affimilate fpleridor, and bom 
ioHy delicacy^ and pleafure, 

, *^ Cloathed In a neat and decent drefs^ \)j 
the afliftance of my bowing heady I obtained 
the honor of being prefented at court. I 
expe<5ted to find the prince (who fliould be 
the beft, as he is the firft of the people) 
furrounded by the moft wife and enlight- 
ened men of the nation ; but, jufl Heaven, 
with what beings was . he environed ! — A' 
croud of effeminate, flothful flaves, who 
blindly followed the dircdtioa of two oir 

three 
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three cunning villains, who difpofed therit^ 
to their liking; difunited among them- 
felves, and bewildeyed in continual follies,, 
to amufe the fovereign, and turn his atten- 
tion from their unjuft and criminal mea^ 
fufes. 

*' At one of thefolemn feafts of the courts 

■ ■ 'i 

I favv fomething which I thought extremely 
charaderiftic. The erif was featcd.on very 
high trefiels, holding in his hand, as a mark 
of his dignity^ a ftick^ at the end of which, 
was placed the figure of a bird of prey ;; 
this appeared the talifmaaof fbvereiga ai> 
thority^^ 

**^I remarked a number of ftatues aind 
images in all thp palaces — -not of great men, 
but thofe mod diftingui(hed in theftatei^ 
aeither re&mbling them, but with fucli 

traits. 
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traits as thejt would have wifhed to poffefs*. 
The faithful artift was neglefted and un* 
known, white the flattering ixrulptor was 
employed and commended to the ikies. 

I 

^' Not fatisficd with feeing thiis country^ 
I travelled through the little neighbouring; 
ftates^ accompanied by a man of under* 
ilanding ; therefore what I relate does not 
regard this pravmce only^ but the whole 

MtiOA« 

'^ Fear, difcpurftgement, and veneration 
for the favourites of fortune, and a thou<«^ 
fand other fatal prejudices,, kept the people 
in perpetual indolence; while they were 
thus fulled to flecp, they infenfibly became 
more and more accuftomed to the yoke of 
fervitude; the intereft and dcfpotifm of the 
fovereigns and priefts ftrengthencd. daily,, 
' , i loading. 
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loading with frefli chains thofe who poflef- 
fed the leaft fhadow of liberty. Sometimes 
thefe powers agreed, fometimes were in op- 
pofition, according to circimiftances. Had 
the priefts^ occafion for fecular afliftance, or 
did they wi(h to opprefsany one indireftly^ 
they preached obedience to fuperiors, thun- 
dered againit revolt, and pursued with the 
titmoft rancour whoever fpoke too freely. 
On the contrary, was their intcreft in op- 
pofition to the ftate, they taught that the 
duty towards the gods furpafled greatly that 
towards Sovereigns. On the other fide, if 
the erif wilhed to ufe religion as a bridle on 
the people, they publiflied the fineft dif- 
courfes on the nature of the gods, and ho\¥ 
far it was permitted us to fpeak of ihem^ 
giving in their own perfons the moft zea^ 
lous example of the religioh of their fore- 
hiheis^ But did the contrary promifc them 

greater 
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^greater advantage, they endeavoured for it 
as openly, taking the part of irreligion 
when the precepts of the fanftuary were in 
oppofition to their inclinations and man- 
ners 5 ranging themfelvcs under the fpc- 
cious colours of fuperftition where they 
found it neceflary to calm an agitated coa- 
fcience, fliuddering under its crimes, at- 
that time preaching faiih to the mod ridi- 
culous farces. This folly fpread from the 
capital into the little towns, and from thence 
into the villages ;, in (hort, the decreafe of 
knowledge, manners, and conftitution in 
the inhabitants near the pole excited pity. 
Deterred from a tafte for fcience, the ftudy 
of nature, ufeful obfervations, and researches 
on the eiTence and ufe of all created beings, 
chey abandoned themfelves to the moft 
puerile, defpicable, and dangerous objefts. 
Vices Chocking to nature, as .oppreffionj 

indigence. 
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indigence, floth, luxury, and fanatkifnij 
had enfeebled, and enervated them to fuch 
a degree, that out of a hundred perfons 
hardly one attained the common age of 
man ; notv;ith(landing, this nation was for« 
merly manly and vigorous. 



.-ct 



But thefe reproaches are not applicable 
to every country in this part <^ the globe; 
in fevaral of the little ftates are erifs jvorthy 
of , being caHed the fathers of their fub* 
jedts, labouring for their happinefs with 
unwearied ardor ; thtas becoming an excep- 
tion to the general rule. The two moft 
extenfive empires were governed by under- 
ilanding, virtuous, and prudent monarchs» 
They looked on the diforders 'of their 
neighbours with tranquility, feeking to 
make their own people as happy as poffible^ 
(at leaft according to their confciencc) 

watching 
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•watching for them, fighting for them, and 
looking on themfelves as the firft fervants 
of the (late. The moft complicate politi- 
cal fyftem reigned in this part of the world, 
-which prevented their having uniformity in 
the differetit governments in fubjedion of 
their fceptre* There was, as I have before 
obferved, a number -of little ftat>es inde- 
pendent of each other, all which encreafed 
the poflcflions of the two monarchs> but; 
that they could not <:onqueT without a ma- 
nifefl: injuftice^ yet thefe principalities U'^ 
boured for their own ruin ; and I am con- 
vinced, in an age at farthefl:, will in great 
meafure be deftroyed. The political fyf* 
tem is too contradted, the education of tlic 
young erifs.negleded, and the people tramp* 
led upon. The adminiftration of juftice is, 
beneath all criticifm. There are alfo a certain 
number of republics, but they enjoy nothing 

more 
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more than the name 5 magiftrates reigning 
more defpotrcally than tyrants, and the 
people free to fpeak as they pleafe, is the 
only liberty which they have to boaft, 

"^^ Thefe melancholy obfervations, and a 
number of others, re-animuted in- me a de- 
fire to return to my country. After I had 
quitted my fchool-mafter, I met with an 
old man at an inn^ he was feated in the 
midft of a crowd of people., who were talk- 
ing at random on feveral fubjefts, as poli- 
tics, religion, and the belles lettres, without 
the leaft comprehenfion of either : the old 
man alone kept filence, liflening to them 
with a fmile. The converfation turned on 
the different abufes of government, on the 
oppreffion of the fubjeft, coiruption, in- 
confequence, abfurdity of plans, &c. This 
criticilin laftcd till the end of the repaft^ 

wkea 
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v/hcn the old man retired to take a. walk: in 
a neigEbouring garden. I favv hicn crof^ 
ling the alleys with a thoughtful air, and 
refolved to join him; as I drew near, I ac- 
oofted him with politenefe, and after 'the 
cuftomary compliments, we had the fol- 
lowing interefting difcourfe. 

Brick. How happens it that thefe abufcs 
are not reformed, when every one is com- 
plaining of them ? Does truth never reach 
the ears of your erifs or nobles ? 

ITije Old Maru Certainly. 

Brick. Notwithftanding they do not en- 
deavour to remedy thenx. 



the Old Man. That's another matter. 
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Brick. How! I would rather thir\k it 
want of : information daan want of idcfirc to 
aA uprightly^ 

*' Itbe OM Mm. They have both fiiults, 
und in reality want power. 

'* Brick. How does. that happen ? Is not 
yourerif an abfolutefovercign ? 

^^ fhe OM Man. Certainiy^j^b^t he is not 
mafter of the torrent of opinions, whofe 
current irrefiftibly fweeps all before it; 
he is not Above the fupreme and inva- 
riable law by which, the world is governed, 
Hor excn^t ftom the perpetual whirlpool 
of terreftrial things. 

*^ Brick. You:think then the corruption of 
all that isfacred, the. decay of empires, care* 

lefihefs 
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leffnefs of religion, perverfity of manners, 
enters into the plan of the Divinity in-tiie 
government of this lower orb, which is caU 
led the beft of lUl poffible worlds ? 

" The Old Man. Doubtlefs thefe evils ^re 
all links of the great chain, and infeparabk 
Ito frail humanity ; things can only attain 4. 
certain degree of perfccfkion here below ; 
beyond that, they no longer fuit lis, for all 
that attains the higheft degree of perfeftion 
mufl: neceffarily decay, 'Front innocence 
and fimplicity, man rifes by gradual culti- 
vation to the moft'perfeftikte poffible, but 
as his undcrftandihg esitcrids, the fteds of 
' corruption bud and devdope with k ; at 
die fame time, both fruits ^taih itiaturrty ; 
and where the miitd is mcrfl cultivated; 
there alfo' (at leaft in ouir eouiitries,'! fcnoW* 
not whethferit is^fe in Europe) theeorrup- 

H 2 <v^^ 
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taon of manners is in its higlieft ftate — Tt 13 
the fame in politics; from liberty man 
pafles to a regardleflhefs of fociety, and 
from thence to the moft cruel, blind, and 
barbarous defpotifm. In religion, he fifes 
from ftupid fuperftition to holy and pure 
dotftrines, from whence he falls into the 
fyftems of ftrong minds, for oppoCtes :are 
.eafily united. From the latter he again be- 
comes fuperftitious ; for the man who is 
perfuaded within hirtifelf that there are im- 
penetrable truths, which are incomprehen- 
fible to the human mindj is difcou raged 
from the fearch, and endeavours to believe 
every thing that lulls his underftanding. 
Abfohite defpotifm weakens and deftroys 
itfdf, and becomes the prey of its neigh- 
bour, or otherwife the wounds it gives are 
fb acjQte, thaf the pang$ occafion the fuf-' 
ierers to revolt, or arm them againft it. Thus 

every 
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every thing turns in a perpetual circle, and 
to fee things more compleat, or more im- 
perfeft, it muft be poflible for us to tranf- 
port ourfelves into other planets. Every 
attempt towards a reform of education is 
chimera, conceived in the head of a man 
^ho is ignorant of the world, and, if I 
may ufe the expreffion, is the offspring of 
an illicit connedion between good fenfe 
and imagination, I am the declared ene- 
my of fuch fyilems ; nothing can be more 
fragile. A man fceks a corner of the earth, 
and builds theredn a very high houfe, con* 
eluding that the foundati6n is folid, becaufe 
himfelf and beings equally light, fkip and 
dance, without its finking beneath th^eir 
feet ; the building finifhed, he mounts to 
the top of his tower, from whence he looks 
with dildain on the pigmies beneath, laugh- 
ing at their diminutive fize. Soon after a 

H 3 well- 
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well -fed jolly maa, fix feet higb^ ar^ives^^ 
who endeavouring to enter at the fmaU 
door of this fine hoiife, preffes bimfelf, un- 
til, in the height of his efforts^ the palace, 
fails,' and he runs away with it on his 
Ihoulders* 

" Brick. It woiJd be truly affli<StiBg to 
human nature, if what you fay is true;, 
but there will ever be fome wife men pr^- . 
ferved from the corruption of (be age; 

*^ The Old Mm. Perhaps fo; and if thefe . 
men— - 

" Bmk. Yes,, if thefe men entered into^ 
a league — , ■ 

" The Old. Mm. They could exprefs 
tlieir tomplaints and gi:ievance«^ con{ble> ; 

_. , help. 
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help, fpeak truths, and alfo inftraft each 
other. 

' •' BricL Not only inftruft, but put their 
hands to the work, ading on the whole^^ 
and flopping the torrent. 

^ The Old Man* That is: impoffibJcL; ic 
is a chimcrat 

*' Brick. I know tliat it would tncfil: 
numberlers obRades^ but^tUcir league txm& 
be fceret. 



« J 



^^'Tbt Old M»/, I expe<5ted.youtofay (6^ 
A fecrct league! It is a flattering dtcam^. 
with which I have frequently lulled myfelf;; 
and in divers points of view, but experience 
has taught me that we lofe. time in fiich *il- 
lufkmS) which might be b&t^t empkyed 

H 4 . in 
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in the circle where we are placed, by doing 
all the good that depends on us. 

** Brick. You difapprove then of fearet 
affociatlons ? 

^' The Old Man. Tliofe at leaft that tend 
to reform. They cannot long remain con- 
cealed, and are no fooner public than the 
utility is void. They cannot continue pure 
and facred ; every thing here below is fiib- 
jedt to perpetual change. The formation 
of political focieties^ called empires, ftates^ 
fyftems of religion, public foundations for 
the inftruftion of youth, all appear admi- 
rable for the good of mankind; yet what 
are thofe inftitutioris at this prefent titne ? 

^^ Brick. That arifes from- the dtfaffeaioni 
of the firfl: principles on which thofe pro^- 
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jefts are founded, and we clearly difcover 
the faults ; but leagued with men of cou- 
rage and underftanding, we might eafily 
form in fecret more certain plans* 

^ " The Old Man. How could you con- 
trive a plan which would fuit all the politi- 
cal fyftems? What is the mod infallible 
remedy during ten years, may become the 
moft fatal and deftruftive poifon for the 
following ten. Men of underftanding in 
former times have frequently made fimilar 
leagues, but at the end of a few years they 
have ever been deftroyed, profaned, or 
have become the fource of pernicious abufe. 
Believe me thofe fecret affociations for the 
regeneration of ftates, religion, and man- 
ners, are commonly- the work of difcon- 
tcnted people, who are not fatisficd with 
the fituation of affairs, and therefore attempt 

H 5 a reform^ 
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a reform. Paffions and offradcd pride are 
the ground of their; ^ioni ; and if unhap-^ 
pily they acquire powder in their turn, are 
as intolerant agaiiift tbofc of contrary opi-» 
nion as the tyrants they have Ikcrificed. 
Believe me» the maa who does all the good 
that lays: i4 his power, negleding no op^ 
portunities, (yet without feeking them 
thfough: vanity) that man deferves our 
tileem and gratitude, as he procures to fo- 
ciety real advantageSj without a fecret 
leaigue. 

*^ Brick. But powers re-uniied have more 
ftrength ; and if congcaaial fouls would join 
in the endeavour to form yomth,^ and*incuL- 
\ate good prmciplcs . into their minds, af* 
filling each other, and oppofiong^evil to the 
utmoft, tbcy might procreate, if I may ufc 
the expreffion^ a new gerieradoa, who 

would 
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would lik^wife extend the progrcfs of mi- 
derftanding^ the firmeft bafe df virtiire and 
wifdom^ if^ as I faid before, a fecret bro- 
therhood united \n this great ol^dd:^ know* 
ledge and manners mufl ncceflar^ly gain^. 
and we IhoUldfee-*- 

** The Old Man. Pray ceafe} yours is the 
prqjedl of a young man ;- and Iwetl recol-- 
left when itiy imagination entertained itfelf 
with fimilar ideas, but they are fkA)je6k to 
a thoufand contradiSiions, I do not blufb 
to confefs, that there was a time when my 
mind was deluded with the fame chimeras^ 
but I now know how erroneous tHey were; 
SulFer mc to difcoYer to you in few words 
the "fatal effefts of your pkn, or* at leaft 
what from experience gained from biftory 
moft neceflarily follow. You wifti the ad^ - 
vancement of knowledge to fpread through^ 

H 6 out 
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jout the world. What a contradiAion f— ' 
Notwitliftanding the difference of organiz- 
ation, ciTeumftances, fete, and different 
paffions of men-, you pretend to make them- 
afpirc to the fame end, that of becoming 
good, virtuous, and learned. This is not 
poffible where great Ibcieties have beea 
formed, wtiich we call ffates, but only prac- 
ticable in thofe happy countries which your 
have fo enehantkigfy defcribed* In Eu^ 
tope, where the feeds of civilization have 
taken deep root, k i^ a cbimepa. This is 
what may be generally objefted to your 
plan ; now Jet us confider it* in detail.^-— 
You wifti the learned of th^ nation to join, 
and to augment the number of the friends 
of knowledge as much as poffible^ Every 
Ibciety which thinks of its own- increafe de»« 
generates, as notwiLbftahding the moft ri- 
gorous examination, the paffions,, indul- 
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, gence, und other human confiderations, 
will influence in the choice of the members. 
You wifli to form youth ; do you mean by 
that your pofterity ? If fo, ^yo« can per- 
form it without a fecret aflbciation. Do 
you mean to extend your cares to the chil- 
dren of others? Can they be fo entirely 
under your infpeftion, as not to receive, 
when abfent from you, ten times worfe 
impreffions than it is poffible for you to 
iafpire them with virtuous ones ? Secret in- 
ftitutipns fpr the education of youth have 
in themfelves fomething fufpicious^ give 
eafy opportvmity for abufes, feldom form- 
iiig men above mediocrity^ and frequendy 
jftifling real genius. You wl(h to form pa^ 
lidcal men ; I (hudder at the fatal confc* 
quences of fuch a ptojed; it is but ren- 
dering more eafy- the progrefs of intrigue 
and cabal i befides, you expofe yourfelf, 

from 
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from your ptcdikAion far your pupils, to 
be unjuft iii regard to people of greater 
merit. In the beginning, your fociety 
would do infinite fervice, or rather it would 
in proportion as every member fulfilled his 
part ; this to you would appear confider- 
able, as the fource rofe from yourfelf; an 
idea that would feduce you to the point of 
thinking you had done miracles. In the 
commencement, while the fociety was fmall, 
the mind of the whole body would help to 
fupport it in good principles ; but more 
advanced, your cares could not be equally 
fuccefsfuli you would meet with pupils left 
docile to your inftruftions, or of lefs efti- 
ittable teijfiper J tbefo in thdr turn would 
have the direction of an inftitution, and 
would naturally form difciples like them-^ 
felves J then flop the torrent if you can,— 
Thus with view^ which are loft- in th^ 

. gloom 
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gloom erf" futurityi, you negleA the means 
of being ufeful to the prefent generation j 
but to go yet farther*— You wi(h to prevent 
cril; do you perfedtly know what h cvil^ 
or, at leaft, arc you always in a f^ate to. dit 
ftinguifh ? Eloes the narrow bounds of hu^ 
man wifdom— Do paffions never dazzle, 
never lead you aft ray ? Does prejudice ne-^ 

' f 

ver blind you ? You reply, No. Then are 
you more than mortal. You wifh to gather, 
the experience of feverai ages, whofe prin* 
ciples may ferve as a rale to your political 
pupils. Why * look back ? If experience 
furniftied a remedy to the ills of human 
kind, w^ ffiould long fincehave been happy 
and wife. Philofophy itfclf does not de-^ 
ftroy the paffioi;©; but ads on them as a 
bridle. You uifh to haften the progrefs of 
knowledge; can your underftanding peno- 
trate all ? Does it never meet with ob- 

ftacle&S 
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ftaclcs ? Are you informed of the exaft pra^ 
portion of learning neceffary for each indi- 
vidual ? Do you think no one has had the 
fame intentions as yourfelf ? And do you 
look on thofe as penfioners who do not en- 
ter into a fecret aflbciation to give them* 
felves up to the ftudy of the fciences.ahd 
Speculation, renouncing every aftive em- 
ploy ? Generous man! I pity you; you 
are far from 'gaining your purpofe ; but 
could you obtain it, how. complicate muft 
the machine be that put this great work in 
aftion y and m this very complication 
would be found the feeds of corruption. 
If, notwithftanding all thefe obftaclcs, you 
could form a league of this nature on a fo- 
lid and permanent bafis, your power would 
furpafs that of the infinite Creator of thc^^ 
Univerfe. 

, ■ ■ • 
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" Brkk. You alarm me. You are then 
totally againft all affociations of this kind ? 

. •' The OH Man. Not fo; but I admit of 
only three forts. The firft is a fociety which 
preferves traditions, employing itfelf in 
fcience, and the execution of fome parti- 
cular plans that concern neither diredlly 
nor indiredily the government. The num- 
ber of members are fixed ^ in which if a 
man-of inferior underilanding happens to 
fall, he cannot do much harm, and at his 
death they are cautious in their choice ta 
replace him. This fociety esjfts, fmiling 
at the weak* errors of mankind ^ fome- 
times amufes itfelf with them, but avoids 
being infedted therewith. The fecond is a 
company which labour upon a very fimple 
plan, is in the reach of every one, and 
where the virtuous and wicked are drawn 
' ~ by 
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by an irrefiftible torrent to the fame gaol. 

* . 

This alfo exifts, faithful to nature, not con- 
fufing the order of things, doing good 
though flowly, but by infallible means, 
and by the coilncils of the firft, without 
being entirely direfted thereby. The third 
is a number of families, united by the 
bonds of concord, and who detach them^ 
fclves from the whole, in order to- form a 
new ilate, and fouad a republic which will 
kft as long as the circaraftances of human 
nature permit ; but fuch a colony, to pre-*^ 
feive itfelf from the corruption of the: age, 
ought to.be entirely feparated from the reft 
of the world. There are fuch. republics;; 
1 will bring you acquainted with one in a 
Bcighhouring.iflandi The members of the 
firft mentioned fociety are the cpunfcllors 
of this new ftate, and alome know its fitua^ 
tion. I am to go thither to-morrow y will 
• : you 



GIL BLvAS* l64( 

you accompany me ? You will be the firft 
to whom thiis favour has been granted ; 
you qan remain there but three days, dur- 
ing which you miitl not quit me. 

" I accepted this propofal with great plea- 
fure ; we departed in the night, and hav- 
ing.travriled through many xxnknown patlis-, 
we at lengtlr arrived at the banks of a lake. 
A bark of a very fingular cooftruftion took; 
us over. The following is an account of 
the obfervatiotis I made during the three 
days- 1 remained there — " 

r 

\ 

I had juft reached this part of the maniK 
feripc, when we fouad ourfelves at Amfter-: 
dam; on winch I put up the narrative, and 
landed with the reft of the company. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

What happened to Peter at Amjlerdam — An 
tinexpeEied Meeting-^^Forms fome new Ac^ 
quaint ance at the Inn^ 

'* 13 EALLY," faid I to the captain, as- 
•*^^ I carefully fecurcd my pockets, 
for the crowd was very great, " really the 
port is a tnoft enchanting fpedacle. I do 
not repent having taken this voyage. Then 
the jquantity of boats that crofs from vcf- 
fel to veflel ; of what is man not capa- 
ble ? Greediriefs of gain inftruds him in 
the moft dangerous inventions."— As 1 was 
fpeaking, a ftranger pulled me foftly by 
the coat, by a fign intimating that he had 
a letter to deliver to me. At the fame in- 
ftant another man embraced the captain, 

pretending 
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-pretending to knoVv him, though in reality 
only to divert his attention from me. I 
had too cruelly experienced the art of India 
.recruiters to fall into this fnare, therefore 
Tudely pulhed by the affable ftranger, and 
liaftened through the crowd to my captain, 
whom I found roughly {baking his new-met 
^iend, and at length difmiffing him with a 
well applied blow. We pafled through 
the. throng, that covered the port, and 
reached an inn where-my/condudlor was 
well kno\^. 

It was too late to go to tlie. old M. Haf- 
tendonk*s, who lived, in a diftant ' quarter : 
notwithftanding, as we were curious to 
know whether his fon had preceded us, the 
captain determined to enquire of a friend. 
lie had in the neighbourhood* 



In 
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I^ the. mean while, I walked into the 
public room, and called for tea, beguiling 
the time in finoaking my pipe, and making 
remarks on the people aflembled there, 
which on the whole was rather a whimfical 
group. My mind yet occupied by the ob- 
fervations of my friend Brick ; I was con- 
templating the prejudices of human nature, 
when the converfation at the next table 
fixed my attention. The parties were a 
German doctor, a young bachelor, and a 
merchant. 

> 
^e DoBor. Yes, he died yefterday morn- 
ing; it was a pity; he wa« apparently 
ftrong and healthy; not the lead fymptom 
of any chronical malady. His Inteftines 
Were ckar and found, but inflammations 
of the lungs airry off the moft healthy and 
robuft. Dodor Labbertius neglected no- 

' thing 



'; 
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thing in his power ; I faw all his prefcnp- 



tions. 



^he Merchant. What forrow to his fa- 
mily ! — An only fon-r-the father wealthy— ^ 
he does a great deal of bufinefs. 

The Bachelor. He is advanced in years ; 
he will not think of a fecond marriage ; his 
money therefore may aflift the indigent. 
The Domine * Lumijieldick praifes his fa- 
mily much, and affirms that the fim died 
with truly religiQus ftintiments, and felt fin- 
cere contrition for the forrow he had occa- 
fioned his father. 

- The Merchant. It was nothing more than 
a mifunderftanding ; he did not merit his 

* Thqpricfts are fo called in- HoUanid. / 

' father's 
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father's difpleafurc. The lady to whom he 
had prornifed his hand at Riga is of a good 
family, aiid very rich ; but fome ill-dif- 
pofed peribn reprefented the thing in a falfe 
light to old Haftendonk: — ". Do not be diC* 
pleafed, Sir," addreffing the bachelor, 
** but they accufe yo\k\ Domitie^ and I fancy 
with juftice." 

J7?e JBachf lor. T.xcuk me. Sir/ he does 
not deferve it. Unhappily, people are al- 
ways ready to impute evil to the clergy. — 
He fpoke according to his confeience j and 
if the fon had really, religious fentiments, 
he ought to venerate the will of his father 
beyond all other confideration. 

Tl%e Mtrcbmt. He had every ' reafon to 
flatter himfelf with the confent of his fa- 
then The anfwer did not keep pace with 
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his wifhes, and mutual affeftion caufed 
the parties to overftep the bounds of pru- 
dence. 

J he DoHor. Oh, I underftand you ! Wc 
entirely depend on the organization of our 
bodies. It is very excufable then in two 
young people — the flefh is weak. 

The A/^rr^^«/.Notwithftanding this mat- 
ter had been reprefented in a very falfe light 
to the father, and your venerable Domine 
had not a" little contributed^^ 

- N. 

I 

The Bachelor. Pardon me. 

^he Merchant. Be that as it may, he was 
informed his fon negledled his bufinefs at 
Riga,. had fufpicious connexions with a 
woman of bad character; in fhort, that he 

VOL. II. I bad 
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had contraAed many d^bts, and commen- 
ced libertine. 



^he Do5ior. ' But were not thefe reports 
contradi<fled ? 

The MercbaHt. Dottbtlefe ) nothing could 
he more falie j his conduft was prudent and 
manner^ mild ; and it is mod probable the 
letter he wrote to obtain the confent of his 
father had been intercepted. Old M. Haf- 
tcndonk, immediately on bearing the bad 
reports, ordered him to return without de- 
lay. 

The DoEtor^ How unfortunate 1 Vexation 
doubtiefe caufed the fever. 

The Merchants Fearing to incur the dif- 
J)leafure of his i^ther, he inftantiy obeyed, 

writing 
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Writing firft a few words to his unhappy 
miftrefs, who in a (hort time would be- 
come a mother, thus leaving the family 
clandeftinely, in fiope of appcafing by hit 
prefence his parent's anger. 

The Dofior. The precipitation of the jour- 
ney overheated his blood. 

The Merchant. An officer in the fervice of 
the republic, a Livonian by birth, happen- 
ed to be then at Riga ; he Was a particular 
friend of the femily of Meinhardt, and was 
like wife acquainted with old M. Haften^ 
donk. Being on the point of joining his 
regiment, he undertook to enquire the 
route the fugitive had taken. Ignorant of 
the panicular circumftances of the bufinefs, 
he difpatched ^ courier to M. Haftendonk, 
inforrtiing hini that his fon had addreffed, 

I z fcduced^ 



IJt THE GERMAN 

feduced, and abandoned a young lady of 
good family, entreating the" interference of 
his paternal authority, and to give him 
leave to detain fhould they be fortunate 
enough to overtake him. 

The Bacbeto}\ I thought the young lady 
had accompanied the captain. 

V 'The Merchant. No, (he followed him, 
with a friend of her father's. 

The DoHor. It is a very complicate bufi. 
jnefs — ^but what laid old Haftendonk when 
he received thp officer's information ? 

The Merchant. He knew not what to fay, 
but obferved there . was fome mifunder- 
ftanding, as^ his fon had quitted Riga in 
conformity to his orders.^ However he 

gave 
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gave them his Gomtnand to flop him, and 
to unite him to the lady, after which to 
conduft them both to him. 

Thi^ Bachelor. Excufe me, Sir, if I in- 
terrupt you i the captain did not meet with 
the fon, as I am informed young M. Haf- 
tendonk returned alone. 

The DoSor. Yes, and immediately on his 
arrival he was attacked with the malady 
which brought him to the tomb» 

Tie Merchant. The officer is not yet re- 
turned, therefore the fate of the lady is un- 
known, - 

It may eafily be conceived what intereft 
I took in the above difcourfe, and what 
ideas it gave rife to. The intended huf- 

I 3 band 
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band being dead, if the lady to whom 1 
h^d been forced to give my hand was yet 
living, our marriage was indubitably valid ; 
but I had no fortune, no fituation-r-I wait- 
ed the return of the captain with impa- 
tience, appearing to pay no regard to the 
difcowfe of thi^ ftrangcrs, 

I 

Some time after, the bachelor and the 
merchant departed, leaving the dodor 
alone; who immei^tely drew near, and 
aiked me a hundred questions ; and in lefs 
than half an hour related a number of 
anecdotes I was by no means cutious of 
knowing; he offeied to accompany me 
into the city^ to (hew me the curiofities^ 
a&ing me among other things, whether I 
had feen the anatomical theatre. ** We 
have received to-day,** faid he, " a fubjedt 
from the houfe of correftion ; to-morrow 

wei 
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we fliall begin the difleftion; I will call for 
you at nine o^clock." It was in vain that 
I aflbred him I underftood nothing of the 
matter ; he prefled me fo earneftly, that to 
relieve myfelf from his importumtie,s, I pro- 
mifed to attend him at the appointed time: 
fatisfied with this, he departed. 

In order to confider at leifurc the news 
I had learned from the ftrangera, I was juft 
going up to my apartment, when the cap- 
tain entered* " Come,*' ftid he, ^* let us 
take a (hort walk, I have important infor- 
mation to give you/* I accompanied him, 
and heard repeated what I already knew. " 

We deliberated on what meafures to pur- 
fue : this was the refult. The captain was 
to go to old M. Haftendonk, and make a 
faithful recital of every circumftaxxce, and 

1 4 engage 
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engage him to recompenfe me for the time 
I had loft, and enable me to- return to 
Hamburg. A friend of my wife's was to 
announce with all poflible precaution the 
death of her lover, but to conceal from her 
at the prefent, as well as from her family, 
that another by miftake was her hufoand, 
and to perfuade her to return to her parents 
at Riga immediately after her lying-in. 
Haftendonk might write to her father, and 
make an allowance fuitable to her rank as 
his daughter-in-law, and procure me a 
place according to my talents; that at fome 
future opportunity I might appear again on 
the fcene, prefent itiyfelf to my fpoufe and 
her family, and difcovcr the fatal fecret, 
which once known, (he could not hefitate 
to ratify the bands before contradted ; thus 
I fliould find myfelf in pofleffion of a rich 

and amiable wife. 

-Notwith^ 
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' Notwithftanding, there were" three pria- 
cipal points yet uncertain ; my fpoufe might 
be dead in child-bed, for we had quitted 
her in a very critical fituation ; in which 
cafe, what right would my pretended fon 
have to the wealtii of Haftendonk and 
Meinhardt I Would the grandfathers legi- 
timate him? Or would M. Haftendonk 
fubfcribe to our plan ? It was however well 
contrived,, and we- looked on it fo natural 
and equitable, that full of the flattering 
hope with which mankind delight to in- 
dulge themfelves, we pafled the evening 
with great gaiety* 

- The next morning my captain was juft 
going out, when the Doftor, faithftJ to 
his promife, arrived, and dragged me, wiih 
importunate politenefs., to the anatomical 
theatre : . we reached it early ;. the keeper 

I 5 waifr 



I'jS THE GERMAN' 

/ _ ■ - 

was alone ; he (hewed us the body lying on' 
a table, covered with a doth/ '* He was a 
robuft ftrong man/' faid the Dod^or y 
" will you look at him?" Thus fpeaking, 
he uncovered the corpfe^ but, great Go(jl ! 
whom did 1 fee ? Could I believe my eyes }r 
I looked again — It was himfelf — Haudritz, 
my old feducer, Haudritz! — This fight 
made a violent impreffion on me y my cpn- 
duftar remarked it, and aflced the caufe— 
** How came this body here?" faid I^ 
** or rather how came this man into the^ 
houfe of correftion ?" My conductor fatis- 
fied my curiofity. 

Haudritz had left Hamburg with thc^ 
captain of a veffel bound to India. They 
ftaid fome time at Amftfsrdam, where idle- 
nefs gave room to his natural vicious ineli- 
liations, and prompted him to commit 

frelh 
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frefli primes. The captain., who had taken 
him as his clerk, caught him ftealing hi^ 
purfe ; an a6t that be repaid by a good 
caning and inftant difiniffion. Thm Hau* 
dritz deprived himfelf of an hon^ occu'' 
pation, and through neceflity had .recouri^ 
to his old method of livingr The mer- 
chants of Amfterdam have a right to pu-^ 
nifti, according to their pleafure, whoever 
commits a theft in the place where they af* 
femble for their commercial affairs, and 
Haudrit2: having purloined a watch, wa$ 
inftantly taken. The Dutch do not under- 
ftand raillery on this article, they therefore 
gave him a fmart threChing, and threw him 
into the canal A Jew through humanity 
faved his Ufe, and took him to his houfe, 
where in requital for fucb kindnefs he rob- 
bed him, and attempted to debauch his 
daughter : the Jew, juftly outraged, pro- 

1 6 cured 
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cured him a lodging in the houfe of cor* 
reftion. Such was the end of a man once 
my leader in the paths. of vice. Who knows 
whether in other circun^ances, with dif^- 
ferent organization, and adventures, I 
might not have furpaffed him in villainies? 
Why is it neceflary there fhould be fuch 
perverfe hearts B As they come from the 
hands of the Creator, they are tablets on 
which care and education might ftamp all 
kinds of character. But may we not be 
tempted to believe that many of diefe' ta- 
blets are engraven at their bi4th h — On ex- 
amination of my aftual method of think- 
ing, it is true I did not find that firmnefa 
to a6t uprightly whrch defer ves the name 
of virtue, but rather a love for kindnefs 
and humanity. Could any thing be more 
proper to ftrengthen me in the right road 
than the forrows I daily faw, and which 

are 



are the inevitabk confequence of vice evea 
here below I 

This confidcration, and the affli<fting 
ideas that accompanied it, made me turn 
my eyes from thefe cold remains, and I 
haftily quitted my conduftor, and retook 
the Toad to my inn. I had the misfortune 
to lofe my road^ and fearing to. get into 
fome private ftreet where I might be ex- 
pofed to danger^ (though there is much lefi 
at Amfterdam than in many of the fmall 
towns) I went into a cofFee-Eoufe.. 

As I entered, I met an officer in the paf* 
ikge; we flopped to make place for each 
odier, which gave me time to confider him 
with fome attention. A mark on his chin 
immediately ftruck me -, Madame de La- 
thaufen's. coufin, wIk) entrapped me into 

the 
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the troops of the Duke of ***, had a fimi- 
lar (lain on his face ; his figure and maiy-p 
nerUkewife refembled M.de Redmer; and 
the more 1 examined, the more was I con- 
vinced that it was really hiinC If. As I had 
deferted from the regiment, 1 had every 
thing to fear from art and violence (hould 
I be known. But as this officer had alfb 
quitted the fervice from fome difagree- 
ment, I could not fuppofe that he was zea- 
lous enough to purfue me. This idea dif- 
fip^ed my fear, and I rernained near an, 
hour at the coflfee-houfe, after which I paid 
a guide to conduft me home* 

The captain returned at midnight, withv^ 
out any very agreeable news. Old M Haf-- 
tendonk, inftead of thanking, had attributed 
the ill fuccefs of the whole affair to him, 
refufing to agree to any thing in my fa- 
vour* 

ft 
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vom*. ** Notwithftanding," added the of- 
ficer, by degrees I foftened him a little ; 
depend upon me, he fhatt pay the expence 
of your return to Hamburg ; remain fome 
few weeks at Amfterdam, perhaps we may 
fucceed beyond our expeftation -, I will uf^ 
my utmoft endeavours ; in the mean time- 
accept this fmaJl lum to fupport you/* 

Thus fupplied with means, and trufliing; 
to the generous care5 qf the captain, I em- 
ployed my time in viewing the curiofities^ 
of Amfterdam. Wherever I caft my eyes, 
I difcovered things that appeared to me ex^ 
traordinary. M. de Dobelmayer (which 
was my captain^^s name) introduced me to 
fome refpedtable focieties, and greatly con- 
tributed towards rend^ing my flay as agree- 
able as poffible-: he at length engaged M. 
Van Haftendonk to fee me : I went thither^. 

^ ■■ , but. 
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but, unhappily, I did not fcrape and clean 
my feet fuiEciently on my entrance into the 
houfe, for as I was afcending a ftair-cafe, 
polilhed and llippery as glafs, a.ftrapping 
fervant wench remarked with horror a little 
dirt on my (hoes, and inftantly feizing me 
by the arm like an infant, brought me 
down again, not fuffering me to ftir titi 
flic thought them fufficiently clean. This^ 
comical adventure difconcerted me a little^ 
I however made fliift ^o articulate my de- 
mand in French. M. Haftendonk liftened 
to me with fo much ferioufnefs and y^;/^ 
froidy that he refembled a perfon -who has 
tales recouated to lull them to fleep. I 
fpoke for a length of time, with, great 
warmth; inftead of anfwering me, he afked 
what bufinefs I tranfafted at Amfterdam ?' 
This queftion nceeffitated me again to be- 
gin my harangue; and I am convinced he 

would 



GIL BLAS. 185 

would have heard it ten times repeated, if 
his clerk had not entered, and whifpered 
fomediing in his ear. This news was 
doubtlefs interefting, for he inftantly quit- 
ted me. 

My fuccefs at this vidt was by no means 
flattering; on my imparting it to the cap- 
tain, he entreated me to have patience^ 
promifing me his utmpft affiftance. In 
^ about three weeks he brought the Dutch- 
man to an accommodation ; this hard man 
cohfented to allow a moderate dower to 
the reputed v/idow of his fon, and that the 
miftake in the marriage fhould for the pre- 
fent be concealed from her^ but he would 
decide nothing in favour of the child. For 
myfelf, he promifed to pay my expences 
back to Hamburg, and prefent me with 
twenty ducats , I alfo obtained an authentic 

^ certificate 
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certificate that I was the real perfon who 
had been married to Mademoifelle Mein^ 

' . hardt at Hamburg. The bufinefs was thus 
far fettled, but they left to myfelf the care 
of entering into an honourable fituation^ 
that might enable me to make advantage of 
this union. M. de Dob^mayer promifed 
to ititereft himfelf ftrongly in my behalf 
with the parents of my wife^and we agreed 

. to hold a correfpondence by letter, 

^ 4 

Nothing now hindered my departure ^ 
' I was determined to return to Hamburg, 
■ but had no longer any inclination to a thea- 
trical life. I formed a thoufand projeds^ 
and at length jfixed on my mufical talents 
to bring me into notice. This plan did 
not certainly promife me great wealth, but 
I might have fuccefs, and in time dire<5t a 
prince's concerts. I communicated it by 

. letter 
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letter to Rcyerberg, promifing to join him 

icon at Hamburg. My firft effay was a 

concert that I gave at Ainfterdam, which 

gratified both my vanity and pocket, as 

the company were numerous, and applaufc 

unbounded. M. de Redtner happened ta 

be there 5 I had- not taken the precaution 

to difguife my name on the tickets ; and I 

could not help obferving from that time he 

watched me^ following me into all public 

places, but not behaving as though he had ' 

ever feen me before. This conduft gave 

me great uneafinefs, and determined me ta 

haften my departure, when a Angular event 

ftrengthened that refolution. 

t 

r 
/ 

Accompanied by two^ acquaintances, I 
was crofling one of the ftreets inhabited by 
common women. My friends informed 

r 

me, xthat they frequendy attraded the no^ 

tice 
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tice of ftrangers, by fnatching off their 
hats, which they however returned for fome 
trifling prefent; " In the evening," added 
he, ** they drefs, and repair to a kind of 
merry meeting called the Speel-huifer^ 
where by their attractions they- endeavour 
to engage fome one to accompany them 
home, or to retire into the cabinets de- 
ftined for that purpofe, called Bover. In 
the apartment where they all meet nothing 
paffes to occafion a bluih, people of good 
morals frequently mingling among them.** 

T teftified a defire to fee one of thefe 
SpeeUhdJers^ and we agreed to repair thi^ 
ther. After fupper we put this proje<5t in 
execution, but the company were nume- 
rous, and the noife fo great, that we deters 
mined to return immediately. As we left 
the faloon, we liad to pafs the door of aa^ 

Qlhcr 
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^ther apartment, from whence I inftantly 
recognized M. de Redmer by his violert 
burfts of laughter. Curiofity prompted me 
to - liften a moment to the fubjeft, and I 
had the good fortune to overhear the in- 
ftru6lions he was giving a woman to fe- 
duce me> by perfuading me to accompany 
her home, then deliver me into his hands. 
This information convinced me that he 
had watched us into the houfe. 

The purfuits of this man appeared fo 
dangerous, that I took leave of my bene- 
fadlor. Captain Dobelmayer, who repeated 
his promife to maintain a correfpondence 
by letter, and to ufe every means in my 
favour with the two families of Haftendonk 

§ 

and Meinhardt. He alfo procured me let- 
ters of recommendation , to Hamburg, Lu- 
beck, and Bremen, from the firft merchants 

of 
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of Amfterdam, fpecifying that I was % 
complcat mufical virtuofo. For fear of ac- 
cidents, and likewife to render my name 
more melodious, I changed it from Peter 
Claus to Signer Pedro Clozetti, under 
which appellation I embarked in the firft 
veflel that failed for Hamburg, 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Departure from Amfterdam — End of the Ma* 
nufcript — Return to Hamburg. 

V 

THE company that 1 found on board 
the veflel were not of *the moft feleft 
kind. An old Dutch captain, in a black 
peruke, with his wife and children, going 
to take pofleffion of an eftate at Hildeit. 
heim, which had fallen to them by inheri- 
tance ; all melancholy caricatures : fome 
young merchants ; a profeffor of Leyden, 
charmed with his own knowledge in the 
oriental languages, a merit that none of 
the company could controvert ; a fludcnt ; 
a French ador ; and among other paflen* 
gers of little confequence, a German baron 
and his tutor. This lad was an infupport- 

able 
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able egotift, ever fpeaking of hiiiifelf with 
the moft difagreeable felf-complacency, and 
interlarding his difcourfe with expreffions 
which turned the attention from the ob- 
jed in- queflion to bring it to his own 
perfon ; as " you do not know me, 
gentlemen; I am a ftrift friend to truth 
and juftice ; whoever wounds thofe virtues 
offends me." — Or fometimes, " I confider 
things in their pfoper point of view. No- 
thing is capable of dazzling me ; no human 
confideration can make me vary ; firm in 
my opinion, I trample all prejudice under 
foot." His panegyric was ever at the ex- ' 
pence of others. ** I am not like the 
greater p^rt of mankind, weak, and waver- 
ing in their principles; they confider objedls 
by halves, or through glaflfes which fafci- 
nate their eyes." In fliort, he looked upon 
himfelf as the central point of wifdom and 

infalli- 
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infailibility ; we therefore left him to enjoy 
his own thoughts ; for as the company of 
people whofe minds were not above medi- 
ocrity, muft be difagreeable to fo compleat 
a character, we dropped from him one after 
another: fot my own part, none of the fociety 
being much to my liking, I went on the 
deck, where I concluded the extraordinary 
hiftory of my friend Brick. 



Conclujion of At 'Brick's Manufcript^ 

" The conftitution of this place was not 
founded on written laws ; its government 
was fimple and natural, and fupported on 
the following principles : 

" The fixty families that firft fettled in 
the ifland had parted one half into fixty 
, VOL. II. K , equal 
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eqcualihards. They built cottages fufficknt 
t0 contain four or five perfons on each 
Cjj^iSiOltky. of ]and> furrounding them by. tlieir 
^utdcns^and fields. Every member of the 
ccdony; wocked at fome t^feful employment ; 
the. foUioaving were the principal points on 
vdhkh they; agreed : 

^* There fliould be no di^nAipn of 
fituations or profeifions ; all advantageous 
for the public good to be equally efteetiied. 
The inbabitaots. fliould all wear the £ime 
habiliments : it was ftriftly forbidden to 
ioi:roduce boo^ or wridten manuicripts; 
the. act of < wridng being al& prohibited m 
the. colony. The fciences and knowledge 
were alone remembered by oral; tradition j 
.the n:\en of underftanding employing their 
lQ)£i2)e to^tranfinit their Information to their 
chiiblKen and firiendis^ Thua if their leflbns 

were 
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Weft kiterfeffiing, thef were rerrieifnbered ; 
if GtherWife, forgotten. Learning thus be- 
cime a free' acqurrfcnaent, and edc'h metri- 
bcr' wa^at Hbeity to obtain: as mudx as pof- 
fible. Twenty^ filmifiea had in* cfeittion 
four public' edifices ; the firft ferved for the 
cducarioit of cbiMten of both fexfes fr6m 
thfe age of &X' to foutteen. They apper- 
tained to the ftate, and' were all* ediicatetf 
in^ thefanie^ mmnier. In their fifteenth yfear 
their iilclinatioii and^ talents wfcr6 confiilted* 
for their foture employment. The fecond 
buildiiig Was an hofpital for the fick, the 
number of which' wfere very fmdll, as inno- 
cence and regularity of manners preferved 
them from thofe fco\irges that iii othpt 
countries dt folate the human race. As the 
population encreafed, they portioned off 
parts of the ifle that wtis uninhabited^ in' 
equal quantities to what themfelves occu- 

K a pied. 
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pied. No one dared cultivate more than 
his own portion of land, but all were 
obliged to labour that, independent of bu- 
finefs. The forefts and fields were in com- 

4 ' . . ■ i 

mon," under the infpeftion of the elders. 

A member of the colony had no fooner 
attained his fixtieth year, than he was ex- 
empt from labour, entering into the third 
building, where he was confidered either as 
a judge of the nation, or direftor of the 
inftitution for children. The fourth build- 
ing feTved as a refeftoiyto: he twenty fa- 
milies who met there twice a day at meals. 
The inhabitants of the ifland who attained 
the age of twenty-four were governors of the 
republic, and affembled once a year to de- 
liberate with the ancients of the people on 
the profperity of, the ftate. Twenty fami- 
lies formed a tribe; indeed, the whole 

^ ifland 
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ifland might be looked on as a fingle houfe 
inhabited by a family, ftrangers to luxury, 
intemperance, and difference of condition, 
the advantage of one being the interefl: of 
all. Rcafon alone their guide, the unea- 
fineffes of life were unknown to them, 
there was no diftindl propeny. The arti- 
zans delivered their work to the old men, 
the labourers the produce of their fields, 
the date in return furniihing their mainte- 
nance. The judges paid daily vifits, in or- 
der to be aflured that individuals ftridlly 
obferved the ftatutes of the fociety ; and if 
there happened to be a rebellious fubjeft 
(a hundred and twenty years had furnifhed 
but one example) they bound his eyes and 
put him on board a veffel, which tranf- 
ported him over the exrenfive lake, into 
the country of the Si-mi-chireens, from 
whence he could not return, as the courfe 

K 3 to 



198 THJE G£MIAN 

to the iflwd .was entirely m\known* cEjdIe 
was the only chaftifement, infli(3:ing death 
being forbidden, as the judges well knew 
that we have no right to'takef from man 
what we cannot return. No goy^nment 
can either give or infuxe the life of a 
fubjed, then how dare they deprive them 
of it,? ^t is permitrted.toevcirjri^an to forna 
hi6 own moral .fyftem, ^nd to admit or re- 
je<Q: thofe already formod, riotwirhftarading 
the greater number have doubtlefs a vlgjt^ 
to tak<e heed, that^ fault of principle in^par^^ 
tpicul^r individuals fliould iK)t trouble th« 
general repcfe 5 coBfequei>tly it is but j\ift 

' 10 force fopae by the plur^ity of vcaccs, 
10 obierve ceiitain reafonable laws, to wjiich 
if they refufe to confcarmj let them be ft^p* 
pedj bounds fettered, fe^mfll^, <ind rerafed 
from the lift of drtlfens, ^ut ;iQt <wt of tfae 

. nunaber of bu.WW beiaags, 96 th* y wj^^kj^ 

that 
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that privil^e before they acquired thte 
rights of citizens* The ftat« gives to man 
a civil cxiftencej if unworthy, it <ioubt- 
lefs has a power to derive hifift of it j btft 
the right to ber^aV^ him of life, appertairi* 
alone to the Creator who beftowed it. 

The conftitution di this colony was 
fo&ndied on nattire, reciprocal agrecmerit 
•fettriiftg its ftrength ; paffion '^nd inttinsft 
4>eaQ?iBg no fway in tlieir aiBSiirs, 

The connexion between the fexe§ t^as 
innocent and pure, dierfe not being a fingfe 
example of an illicit covnmerce, the Cm- 
plicky of manners of thofe honeft illandet^ 
preferving them from all immoderate and 
unlawful defires, A thoufand accidental 
caufes which produce uhruly wiflies being 
unknowA to them: did they find theitii^ 

K 4 . ^y^si^'^* 
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fclves inclined to love, they chofe a wife, 
Vvhich was eafily obtained. Among the 
girls, who were all equally rich, there were 
few infirm or disfigured, continual employ- 
ment, and the prefence of their parents, 
protefted them from all loofe temptations. 
Never! (this law was general and, invio- 
lable) never did a woman dare remain 
alone with •any man but her hufband, nor 
even whifper fecretly to another. No one 
above the age of fixty alFefted myftery in 
their difcourfe, nor was there any occafion 
for concealment where all had the fame in- 
tereft : education was perfeftly equal, the 
European cuftom being unknown, of not 
daring to fpeak of certain things before cer- 
tain people. 

'After the firft rudiments of this fimplc 
education, they inftrufted the children in 

the 
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the works of Nature and their duty. Prac- 
tical leffons were ftrengthened by good ex- 
ample, the ftrid infpedtion they were fub- 
jeft to, the care of forming their hearts to 
virtue, and converfations which raifed the 
mind, giving it energy and fpirit. Stridl 
truth could alone move them, being taiught 
the moft ftoical infenfibility for all fantaftic 
ideas. They did not dare believe more than 
they underftood ; not however relapfmg 
into doubt where it only happened to fur- 
pafs their comprehehfion. In infancy they 
taught nothing more of the nature of God, 
but that he was a benevolent Creator, and 
above the comprehenfion of frail humanity, 
and the only means'of rifing to fupreme fe- 
licity, a continual endeavour to attain per- 
fedion ; that after having done their duty 
for a ftated number of years, the priefts 
(which Were the old men) would inftruft. 

K 5 ^Vs&NKv 



%0% TH; G£R]K4N 
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kfiowkdge they bgd « rigUf 19 epipeft m ft 

?eligiop, vmtil they bii4 h^n ufcful to tb^ 
cpiqny fof Cxty y^w. They ei^ly bejieved 
^ep?ocept& ^f divine i'€vel2^eci,Iie(;aiir6tfaey 
ODuki npt aiK>Ji(d remaf kiag in m bsm tber 
refult of infinite wifdoni« Cont^at to enjoy 
ffae gifts of a being fupr^ mely good, they 
demanded no oihef pfoof of bis, exigence. 
A fol^nan mligious feaft, which was qefe- 
Ibrated yesiiy, t>iaced 'm titi^r hearts (rofli 
zeal fop virtue ; ftreogthened their viiiufbn» 
making them experience a degree* of ea-r 
thuiia^u, which mkd c^ foui wiihoiat 
exultatioa, at the fame tiaie furoiihing tht 
iflanders with an opportunity of co»fiderr 
ing themfelyes as one happily family-rrrr 
Then? Vfu m oiher publii: W(»&ip i they 

celebrated 
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b)r {ftAgs, dahce&, xtufth, and lAodemce tt^ 
pafts. This feaft: cpttmoed for itoee dftyii 
and was equally con&cxated to the ithporfiiiit 
affairs of the i!ta(te> the adminiftratiDH of 
juftice^ the fiefh diftnbtitioti of hndi ifl 
farour of the new iliembers of the ctdony, 
the celebratton of marriag^^ the diCpttti^-- 
tion of labour to thofd wlso hod attaiiied 
the age oF fhtty^ and fimtkf emplojwetits^ 
I affifted at this foleninity in iht ftiOrn-^ 



»» 



feat i^there is the end of the mattiferf pt ? 
I have I6ft none of it } the rtuftibef of thi 
pages i^ the fanje* as at the firft moment I 
opened it on my departure from Hamburg 
Unfortunate that I amt— thd effential is 
wanting; an iiifornifttioii of the fifuat ion of 
%Kis country. M. Brick, ^ the beginning 

K6 o€ 
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of^his joxjrnal promifed to defcribe it— • 
Who will believe what has been related ? 
It will be taken for a dream. I thought a* 
fir ft myfelf that it might be nothing more 
than an i^e fecit of M. Brick's,' of glorious 
memory, therefore did not place great de- 
pendence on the riches bequeathed to Rey- 
erberg and myfelf by our common friend. 
Notwithftanding, I thought it neceffary to 
communicate the fragment to my readers 
fuch as I received it. Every one is free to 
believe as much as he thinks pfoper ; and 
my advice on the whole is to admit the re- 
xital as true, and worthy belief, however 
contrary it may appear. We muft, as the 
lawyers fay, have report to the teftimony 
of the father, in fMorem partus. But fliould 
any of the great ones of the age be tempted 
to conquer this kingdom, and for that pur- 
pofe fail towards the polar regions, I pro- 

teft 
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teft that I have no inclination to accom- 
pany them. ' 

The wind was more favourable in this 
than my firft voyage, for we met neither ac- 
cident nor delay ; I therefore find myfelf 
under a kind of neceflity to afk pardon 
of my readers that this failing was fo defti- 
tute of matter. Tlie only crofs accident I 
met with, being a violent head-ache, which 
toniiented me the night of our departure. 
The French comedian was the only perfon 
in company who fympathized. with my 
pains, and endeavoured to admin ifter re- 
lief. He was in defpair that he. could not 
give me eafe, and tried every thing he 
could devife to diminifli my torment; his 
zeal went even fo far, as to -endeavour to 
cure me in the fame manner that Moliere 
employs in favour of M. de Pourceaugnac. 

^ So 
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So much complaifftace difgufted and fktU 
gued me ; and I was on the point of de- 
clining it, when he fuddenly approached 
mj bed in the greateft rapture with a book 
in his hand. ^**Sir," faid he, " I have 
taken this from the fide of the ftudent, who 
is alleep upon deck ^ it is a fcarce and t)re« 
ciou^ book, a book of gold, where you 
will at once find a remedy for your difeaie, 
that is to fay, a prefcription againft indt-» 
geflbn — How unfortunate that I da hoi 
wndcrftanfd Latin*-*You however compre- 
hend it ; loiok over this admirable treati{c> 
and chopfe a proper receipt.'* 

J opened the book through complai- 
iance^ and faw> not without furprize^ that 
it was an introduAion in Jus digefiorumy a 
title my judicious Frenchman had miftaken 
for a treaty on the juices of digeftion.-— 

Notwith- 
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Nbtwithftanding the keen pain with which 
I was tormented, I could not help laughing 
at the theatrical hetO*s Mirtider. My in- 
difpofition did not remain long> and en- 
tirely left me a^ foon as I heard the bells 
of Hamburg, where we entered in good 
health. 
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CHAP. XI. 

t 

Adventure of Louis de Reyerberg — Signor Clo^ 
zetti exhibits his talents in fame Towns in 
Germany — Attains the Place of Secretary. 

MY firft care on my arrival at Ham« 
burg was to run to my friend Rey- 
erberg; but, oh Heaven! what was my 
grief and difappointment, when I was in- 
formed that he had difappeared eight days 
before, leaving every body ignorant whither 
he was gone. The only . circumftance that 
could be recoUefted which threw any light 
on his abfence was as follows. 

A ftrange nobleman had invited Reyer- 
berg to dinner; he accepted the invitation, 
and repaired thither, but immediately after 

departed. 
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departed, fince when no perfon could give- 
any information of him. The manager of 
the theatre confirmed this melancholy news : 
what could I think of it ? Conjefture was 
unavailing. If my friend had met with 
fome advantageous occafion of travelling 
with a nobleman, he doubtlefs would have 
taken his cloaths and papers; he never 
. would have left his apartment in the con- 
fufion I found it; he would have taken 
leave of his friends. The contrary of this 
gave me room to fear fome unfortunate 
event; yet unable to penetrate into the 
my fiery, I tried to perfuade myfelf that 
time would throw fome fatisfaftory light on 
this adventure, and that the fame propitious 
fortune which had already twice united us 
in fuch an unlooked-for manner, would 
again favour us ; in fhort, I could notfup^ 
pofe that we were feparated for ever. 
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I obtained my diftniffion from tte theatre, 
and began my mufical career. I took care 
to make exa<9: enquiries after my fpoufe : 
flie had be^n happily delivered, her brother 
from iRiga arriving^at Hamburg juft as fbe 
received from Amfterdam the fatal news of 
the death of her lover Hafteridonk. This 
event had nearly overwhelmed her with af- 
fiiftion, nor was «ny thing capable to alle- 
viate her defpair, but the idea of fetunri^ 
'iiome with the title of wife aiid mothtft. 
^e did fo^ accompamed by h?r brother, 
the weak fta;te of htr health not having 
perniitted it fooner: ftie had only l^t 
Hamburg the day previous to my arrival. 

Nothing engaging me to ftay in this 
town> I took the road to Bremen, fumifhed 
vith my letters of recommendation. It 
would be abufingthe patience of the reader 

to 
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to give an -cxa^St deiaU of this joun^y, I 
Iball therefore only relate the principal 
events, a^^d fome obfervations it" gave me 
opportunity to make. A virtuofo who tra^- 
vels to -exhibit his ikill to the public (bould 
tiever trufl his fuccefs to his talents alone^ 
If he arrives in the diligence, i^i^ithout pa* - 
radc» plainly doathed, and with modeil 
Hiddtefs ; if Im merit has not preceded him 
from the inforflaaCion of the idle^ or liemlds 
hired for that purpofe, vain would be his 
talents ; (hould he even ^furpaf5 Orj^m, 
he would have &w adminsrs and little pro- 
fit ; it'A cooaoificurB (the number is every 
where very fmall) dragged by the imperious 
a'^thwity of fbfbion, whkh enflaiiiss their 
real ientiiB©ni3s., even havenot the cours^ 
to a»ppiauid alone. On the contrary, the 
mcaocflt mufician, whofe tomes are equivo- 
c^ and who re^jafidkls of the ear, boldly 
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flies from the nut to the bridge, will pals 
for a great man, if he travels poft, is an- 
nounced pompouily, difplays a rrch ward- 
robe, brings high-flown recommendation to 
feme powerful demi-connoifleurs, pays 
thefe Midafes his devoirs daily, praifes their 
tafte, hearing their diflbnant tones on the 
harpfichord with patience, and exclaiming 
with rapture, ^\ Bravo! braviffinw! what 
glory for our profeffion to have fo fkilful, 
fo generous a patron !**— Such a man is 
Hire to be celebrated >And fuccefsful, par* 
ticularly if he is accompanied by a pretty 
female warbler. He will be reputed a phe- 
nomenon, whofe equal the age cannot pro- 
duce, and the pockets of the juggler will 
run over with ducats, which he is free ta 
fpend as fooliflily as he gained them, even 
in the moft daring libertinifm, if he choofes 
to honor his profeflion according to the 

common 
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common cuftom of muficians emulous for 
fame. 

\ 

As for myfelf, I perfectly underftood the 
part I had to aft ; and by the affiftance of 
my recommendations, it was eafyforSig- 
nor Clozetti to pafs for one of the firft vio- 
lin players in Europe, and my reputation 
to fpread froni one end of Germany to the 
Qther. I cannot fay but there was fome 
little quackery in this new plan ; it is true 
I purpofed never to devia,te from the right 
path; but neceffity ! when it command?,' 
what can we do? Is it not fure to be blindly 
obeyed ? Neither did I conceive it very 
criminal to put the folly of mankind under 
contribution in fo trifling an article as that 
ofmufic. I compofed for my own con- 
certs ; that is to fay, I felefted the beft 
paffages from th^ pieces of great matters, 

cvjrtailing. 
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outaiiing, mutikting; smA dlsfigvif^ng 
them, fo that the plagiary fhould not he 
perceived, mingling the whole with fome 
trifling gnses of my own inTention. This 
fucceeddd very weH, fbt 1- {^^d in a fo*^ 
pcrior ftile : I alfo metamorpteofed old bal-- 
lads into rondeaissy to do whkh> it wai5'. 
only ntceSkvf to repcau fiX'^or feven times^ 
thfi.fasnec ftraia with littk' vamtion ; wben* 
aitcr fome'maftdrly ftrdi^s with^ tiie bow"^ 1 
retDok; the originaii : though fi'mp]^^ ftrain^ 
how fi^tcmoQ wa& it for > me to hear A& 
concert room> refound convuifive accUuSist^* 
tions of Bnat^o ! bravo ! exquijitet what 
iqfk! wbcft fmmds ! what e^eprejhn*! whaP 
eafe! 

Ai Smde I had the happinefs to pleiafe a^ 
rick widow of' thirty,, handfomej accom*- 
ptiihad^ and with> a pafiion for muiie. MyA 

talents 
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talents interefted her in my favour; fhe 
even gave me to uiuderftand that fhe had: 
not ciltireljr fwefworn the yoke of Hymen ; 
nay, that fhe fdt herfelC inclined to wear 
bis chains a feeond time^ vrould her ftars 
diredfe her to a man capable of pleafing hcTj 
and who was a good mufician. The pro- 
pofal was clear ; and I muft confeis I was 
tem|>«ed, but reditude recalled to my me- 
iB^i that I vms already the hui(band of 
another fair one; I therefore paid no attcn--^ 
tien to the kindAeis of th^ widow^ and left 
Stade. 

On my arrival at Lubeck, I had hardly 
announced my profeffion, when a^i* Italian 
mufician and his fpoafe feut to entreat me 
to (hare the concerts in common with 
them. I imn^ediately- waited on tbefe il- 
luft-rious coti^gues ; but figu]« to- your&lc 

my 
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xny aftonilhmcnt, when I recognized in 
this mufical couple the famous Count di 
Fondini, and his chafte worthy confort! 
They did not appear to recolleft me : my 
firft emotion prompted revenge for their 
unw<irthy treatment and farcafms in the 
wood of Wolfenbuttle, the place where I 
had received fuch a humiliating affront, and 
that had nearly plunged me into an abyfs 
of mifery, the remembrance . of which was 
now recalled to my memory : my paffion 
however infenfibly cooled, when I refledted 
that my conduft at that time deferved no 
better fate. I with-held my rage, return- 
ing thanks to Heaven that 1 was not fo de- 
praved as formerly, and left to itfelf the . 
care of punilhing the wicked adventurers, 

I quitted them with a contempt I found 
it difficult to conceal, and muft confefs 

that 
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th^t this unexpeded meeting infpired me 
with a difguft to the new profeffion which 
want had forced me to adopt. I felt a fe- 
crct horror to be an aflbciate with fuch vile 
3^nd defpicable beings : I carried my view^ 
to fomething higher, and without joining 
the Italian couple, gave two concerts on 
my own account^ and determined to depart 
immediately. 

A merchant, well known fo^^ his probity^ 
who was alfp a connoifleur, declared him- 
self my patron, and gave me ^ letter for 
the Pruffiap envoy, then at ***• I was 
reec«nmended to tlie qiinifter as a perfon 
well verfed in dilier^nt kiigu^ges^ the belles 
lettres, the arts and fciences, particularly 
mufic and painting, poffeffing many other 
agreeable talents, among which I was ipo- 
ken of principally as an expert economift. 

vojL. II. L "SAss^ 
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How could my patron divine that all thofe 
qualities were united in me ? It is true we 
had often converfed on thofe different fub- 
jefts ; but people frequently fpeak well on 
matters they do not iinderftand. Be' it as it 
may, this is fufficient to (how the ordinary 
bafis of letters of recommendation. My 
qualities, my virtues, were defcribed in the 
moft flattering ftile, which is all that is 
neceflary. I joined the ambaflador at Ste- 
lin, where he remained for fome days ; he 
was pleafed with' my appearance — -perhaps 
he had great obligations to my patron, but 
his motives to me were immaterial ; he te- 
rained me with him in quality of fecretary, 
making my iGtuation very advantageous. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XIL : 

Cloze tti vijits different Courts of Germany 
zvith the Amhaffador^ and attains a Toft of 
Eminence. 

T^HE mlnifter was a man of the ut- 
-*■ moft refpeftability, great probity, 
knowledge and underftaiiding j well verfed 
in politics, a Ikilful financier, provident in 
his negotiations, yet affable in his demea- 
nor ; in (hort, he compleatly juilified the 
truft repofed in him by the immortal Fre- 
deric. His wife was not lefs amiable, both 
joining to the manners of the great world 
ingenuous candour and noblenefs of fenti- 
mcnt ; they enjoyed particular confideration 
in the different courts of Germany ; in no 
place ading the part of infignificant pro- 

L 2 t.^^^'^^'k 
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teftors, yet never employing their power 
without neccflity, and that in the caufe of 
reftitude. They fhunned all court in- 
trigue, but where it was neccflary to relift 
the wicked. Was probity blackened in 
the fight of the fovereign, by the under- 
hand, though adroit, artifice of a courtier, 
or interefted fubaltern, they protefted it, 
helped its juftification, and firmly oppofed 
the manoeuvres of the cabals v;ith which 
thofe little courts (warm. I have feen this 
generous couple, when afifured of the in^ 
tiocence of the oppreffed (againft whom 
wcre^ the ftrongeft appearances) publicly 
efpoufe their caufe, and interefl themfelves 
in their defence, regardlefs of court whif- 
pers. Adions of this nature gained them 
the efteem of all ; envy was forced to re- 
fpe£t their virtue, and the court, whom 
frequently they vigoroufly oppofed, could 

not 
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not rcfufe the admiration due to their firm- 
nefs. I fhall doubtlefs be pardoned this 
fliort digreffion, for the fmall number of 
honeft and well-meaning fouls, who often 
endeavour to do good, but cannot efFedt it, 
ever find confolation in having virtue fpo- 
ken of with refpedt and efteem* 

T travelled to the principal courts of Ger- 
many with my ambaffador, and may eafily 
be excufed giving a tedious defcription of 
them. Some years had elapfed fince 1 was 
there the firft time with my friend Reyer- 
berg^ under the names of the Baron of 
Claftsfddt attd M. de Frankenthal. The 
aftors were new, but the fcene ever the 
fame ; for whole ages may pafs without 
thefe theatres, fertile in ridicule, being en- 
tirely reformed* Thiis time I faw things in 
a different point of view ; my employment 



222 THE GERMAN 

as fecretary throwing me into a new order 
of individuals, where I had an opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with the manners 
of diftinguifticd families^ 

I was not recoUeded even in the towns 
where I had lived the lonsieft time. We 
remained, among other places, for fome 
days at Ratiibon; here I had enjoyed the 
reputation of a fkilful chymift, and pre- 
pared univerfal medicines. No perfon de- 
manded an account of my miraculous cures. 
It is true, I had rendered the fick incapable 
of fo doing, for my remedies had been fo 
peculiarly compofed, that the afflifted could 
never boaft their efficacy, except in the 
other world. - 

I did not negleft to enquire after my 
charming widow, Madame de Noldmann, 

and 
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and was informed, that immediately after 
my departure, fhe had been attacked with 
a violent illnefs ; and deprived of my af- 

I 

fi (lance, was neceflitated to call in another 
pharmacopolift, who had methodically 
brought her to the grave. The manufcripts 
of the famous M. Noldmann had pafled 
into ftraiige hands ; I was fortunate enough 
to-be able to procure fome of them, fo that 
I yet poiTefs that fcarce alchimi-magtc trea* 
fure, which I may perhaps hereafter pre.- 
fent to the. public for their edification. 

We pafled the feafon for drinking the 
waters at Pyrmont, which was crowded with 
princes, counts, ambafladors, minifters, and 
other people of quality, with and without 
the outward decorations of diilindlion, and 
who mixed in the faloons and public walks. 
A Dutchman, who for the^ firfl time had 

L 4 Vt£^ 
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left his native moraft, wafe enchanted to fee 
fo many fine peoj)le ivith ftats on their 
breads, and coloured ribbands i^tound riieir 
bodies. He took it for a ne\^^ feftiion 5 and 
was fo much delighted^, that he determined 
to have a fimilar' decoration, and accord- 
ingly befpoke a large ftar, embroidered 
with different colours, in the middle of 
which ihohe bis arms> furrouttded with q, 
ridiculous Latin device, that a wit whom 
he confulted had fupplied him with. Hi 
next purchafed a broad ribband, to which 
he hung a medal ftruckin honour of an old 
Stadtholder. His appearance caufed uni- 
verfal aftoniftiment, and the jefts and mirth 
at this comical mafquerade may eafily be 
imagined; the company had the utmoft 
trouble to perfiiade the Dutchman that 
princes alone had a tight to beftow fuch 
decorations ; that they w^re not tb be pur* 

chafed. 
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chafed, nor ever to be given^ but tb confer 
honour on fome particulaa: occaiion. 

During our ftay at B^**, there happened 
ti fingular adventurb in that town« A {o^ 
ciety of perfons privately afiembled in a 
houfe adjoining to invoke fpirits s a ceUat 
was the obfure theatre of their ridicidiious 
a^d fuperfUtious tricks ; they adjm'ed thfe 
demons with loud cries, accompanied by 
the moft horrid rites and direadful cefemoj- 
nies, fo loud, that the infernal din refound^ 
td from the cave into the ftreet. Night 
Was \ht tittit they ehofe for their dark myf- 
teries ; the members of this fe£t ever cakne 
in difguife 5 the hotife which «cfeived thfem 
Was between ours and that of an old rich 
widowj who, alarmed by their noAurnal 
meetings and horrible noife, imagined theiti 
to be thieves, who probably had formed a 

L 5 ^^sgjk 
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defign to rob her ; and. one night, when 
the myftic brotherhood had warmly entered 
into their orgies, fent to inform the police 
6{ the danger with which (he was threat- 
ened. The commiflary, attended by his 
guard, immediately went to the fafpefted 
houfe, forced an entrance, fearched the 
upart^nehts,. and. at length difcovered the 
fubterraneous cavern. The zeal of thefe 
magicians, and the buftle which accompar 
nied their cere:monie§, effeftually prevented 
their hearing the noife from without, until 
the very, moment the doors were burft open^ 
and the commiflary fell, as from the clouds, 
•into the middle of the conjurors, who were 
forming a circle round an altar covered 
with black. Who would not have thouglit 
but they would have endeavoured to con- 
. ceal their fliame by a fpeedy flight ? Not 
. fq. The blindnefs of thefe infatuated mif- 

creants 
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creints did not fuffer them to recognize the 
peffon of the commiffary, but took the black 
and gloomy figure before them for Satan 
himfelf, who had come according to their 
.wifhes. Charmed with this unufual con- 
defcenfion, their conjurations were imme- 
diately renewed, with more than conimon 
ardor. The commiflary was on the point 
of putting an end to this diabolical fcene, 

when a part of the magical brotherhood 

• ■ 

difcovered themfelves, and were known by 
the officers of juftice to be fome of the firft 
citizens of the place, who were neceffitated 
to purchafe his fecrecy by confiderable pre- 
fents, Notwithftanding which, the fecret 
was foon fpread, the rendezvous known, 
but the names of the parties concealed. 

I liad aecomptoied the minifter on his 
travels for tvyro years j my fituation was very 



ftgreftiW*^ liotWithftfthdmg thfe bickeriftg* 
which Gismhot be avoided When we ferve the 
great. The temper df the maitre d'hotd 
Was ail exaft contr^ te toi ne i he was in*. 
fup^ortaWe to ine, and I had the fatisfacw 
tiofl to find every otie elfe of the feme opi* 
hion. He wks a merfy debauchee, who 
emptied his twelve bottles dai^y ; his head 
^as fuhk within his (houldcrs, nor did he 
bear a bad refemblance to a fquat hare* 
Phlegmatic to the higheft degree, flow ill 
decifion, he vifnally judged falfe by giving 
too much time t6 rrfledtion* Without ho^ 
Hour, he was ever betraying the confidence 
of his mafter, and feeking ocCafion to dupe 
him. I was one day fortunate enough to 
gain information of fome of his fraudulent 
praftices, and to warn the ambaflador of 
the danger of truftrng him. His natural 
goodntifs prevented him from difcjharging 

this 



this trnfaithfol fervatit) but by the fclofeft 
infpeftidn of his fttcoimts, he protected 
himfelif iti future from being pillaged of 
fuch cOnfidfei^abk futtii. 

Employed to ailfwer all the correfpon* 
dence of the minifter, I alfo kept him €dm* 
paiiy in his leifure hours, and when, w^ 
travelled, my place was in the fame car- 
riage ; in fliort, I was daily higher in hii 
favour. 

We jsirtived at the court of the prihce of 
*** 5 he was ft tall, well-made, handfome 
manj fond of pleafure and the enjoyments ' 
of lifej but negligent in affairs of ftate, and 
indifferent to ihe interefting fcenes that 
were afting on the great theatre of Europe. 
He did not opprefs his fubjeds, for others^ 
in his name, took that care off his hands ; 
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but the effeft being the fame, defolation was 
general throughout the country. No one 
foughttocorred: the abufesof adminiftration, 
but to conceal them/rom the knowledge of 
the prince, to efFe£t which they engaged him 
to divide his time between the exceffes of 
the table and female dalliance. Thus no- 
thing was redlified, and the affairs of ga- 
vernment went from bad to worfe, as they 
ufually do. As the fubjefts became poor, 
the minifters accumulated freQi treafure. 
Yet notwithftanding the care they took ta 
hide from the prince the bad ftate of af- 
fairs, fome bold but indifcreet fupplicants 
would fometimes inform him of the op- 
preflion under which his fubjedb laboured. 
The fovereign was not wicked;, he was 
what is commonly called a good prince, 
that is to fay, incapable of doing ill to any 
one wilfully a, loving peace and indolence., 

taking 
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rtaking no pleafure in cruel adtions, but 
equally incapable of exerting that firmnefs 
fo eflentially neceffary in his dignified fitu- 
atioi^. When complaint, forrow, or the 
folicitations, of indigence reached him, he 
was cruelly embarrafled. " My God !" 
-would he fay, *^ what does all this mean? 
Thofe people are never qpiet! M. Chan- 
celior, I entreat you, fatisfy that man ; he 
is ever plaguing me; I have not niyfelf a 

A 

fufEcient knowledge of the bufinefs." — • 
" May it pleafe your highnefs," replied he, 
" it i^ impoffible; that man thinks^ we 
have nothing but his bufinefs to take lip 
..our attention, &c/' Thefe anfsvers did 
well enough for two or three times, but 
when too often repeated, the prince was 
out of humour, and fometimes faid to my 
ambaflador, " I know not how my finances 
, are managed ; I believe the premier to be 
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nn honed man, but perhaps in this bufi* 
nefs he is not fufficiently Wilful My e2> 
penditurqs do not exceed thofe of my far- 
ther, yet I am ever behind hand. In Pruf- 
fia they are much better economifts. ^ I 
wifli I could procure fome one of your 
financiers to affift in regulating mine."-— 
The ambafTador n^ade no anfwer ; but an 
event of fmall importance, which however 
had confiderable confequences, caufed the 
prince to caft his eyes on me, 

'The prince kept a miftrefs; (he had 
been a duncer, but was now his particular 
favourite : -he ufually pafied the afternoon 
with her. She was young, handfome, ami- 
able, mild, and of a lively difpofition ; ne- 
ver interfering in ftate affairs, but taking 
care to enrich herfelf, in order to enable 
her to make an honourable retreat fhould 

any 



Ibnjr ftofm arift, ahd render it netfeffaryt 
As (he favoured no party, the court dif* 
putes had never troubled het ; but the pur- 
chafe of a new carriage at length caufed a 
flight x^uarrel between her and the prefident, 
M* de Melhfeldt. Both wiflied for thi^ 
Vehicle, but the minifter was obliged to ' 
decline it in favour of the lady* This dif*- 
appointment caufed him to drop fome ill- 
humoured ex{)reffioa6 before his fervants^ 
Which did hot fail being tranfmitted to the 
favourite, an imprudepice th^t changed the 
ill-humour of the lady, which otherwife 
would foon have pafled, into real animo*- 
fity ;' from which time they attacked and 
fpread fnares for each other } in (hort, war 
was openly declared. Though a woman^ 
the favourite underftood litde of intrigue, 
Und wanting that cunning which is the 
ftrength of her fex, (he was neceflitated to 
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have an auxiliary capable of defending her 
from the arts of an enemy \ and that ufeful 
perfoft was myfelf. . 

1 happened at this time to have a little 
Bologna bitch, who, notwithftanding the 
ijglinefs'of the fpecies, was much admired 
by the connoifleurs 5 it always accompanied 
me in^ my walks, and as I frequently pafled 
the windows of Belleriaire (fo was the fa- 
vourite called) (he ever appeared enraptured 
with the beauty of the little animal, fol- 
lowing it with her" eyes as long as ever it 
continued in fight. 

One day ais I was eroding the garden of 
the palace with my dog^ I met Madame 
Belleriaire: fhe flopped to fpeak to me» 
called my Zemira,and bcftowed.a thoufand 
careffcs on her. A thought Ilruck me, 

that 
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llmt if I prefented her, fhe would be very 
well received 5 and as polifenefs to the la- 
dies was ever my ruling inclination, I re- 
folved inftantly to adopt it, ** Madam,'* 
faid I, ^* if the little animal k fortunate 
enough to pleafe you, I (hould for ever re- 
proach myfelf with having neglefted the 
opportunity of rendering her fituation hap- 
py. — Sometimes, perhaps, (he may recal to 
your memory the perfon who had the ho- 
nour of prefenting her/' — Zemira^was ac- 
cepted with the moll vifible marks of fatis- 
fadion ; though I was far from, thinking 
that my prefent would have any more ef- 
fe<5l than a fimple compliment -, notvvith- 
ftanding it gave birth to a circumftance on 
which originated my future fortune. 

- Some days after, the ambaffador defired 
me, for reafons which he faid appertained 
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to my own happitlefs, to read with care the 
works refpefting finance and economical 
fcience. He pointed out the beft, and I 
followed his counfel, without enquiring 
into the motive. In about a month, I had 
read fuch a number of political, economical 
projefts, that, had they been put in prac* 
tice, were fufficient to confufe, and over* 
throw ten ftates : the miniftcr then opened 
his views to me. 

The favourite, charmed with niy prcfent^ 
had fpoken advantageoufly of my talents 
and underftanding to the prince : he had 
wifhed for fome one in his fervice who un* 
derftood the Pruffian economy, therefore 
fixed on me as the perfon, firft coftfolting 
the envoy, who gave my capacity the high- 
tft commendations, and was no fooner con- 
vinced of the princess defigftS in my favour> 

than 
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than he defired ine to apply ferioufly to tho 
dudy of the economical fciences, at the 
fame time perfuading the fovereign to make 
trial of my fkill, an occafion to do which 
foon prefented. I replied as well as I could 
to feveral queftions that were made me on 
different manoeuvres in finance^ and fome 
days after was greatly lurprifed to receive a 
councillor of finance's warrant from his 
highncf:. 

He entered into the projefk of re- 
venging his favourite, an event that the 
preiident had not forefeen, nor even thought 
of, when I was named; thus nothing could 
be'more unexpeded to him than the ordep 
to add me to the number in the department 
of finances, and to pay me the ufual ho- 
nours attached to the charge. He doubtlefe 
felt the blow> but perfedly underiitood the 

^5X 
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art of diffimulation i Never did I meet 
with a more artful hypocrite, ever fpeaking 
of religion, though far from pradifing any 
chriftian virtue. 

When I paid him my devoirs, he receiv- 
ed me with the utmoft kindnefs', afluring 
me that he had returned thanks to God, on 
his knees, for having added to the admini- 
ftration a man fo pious and wife. as I ap-* 
peared to be, and fo able to help him in 
Supporting the heavy weight of the ftate 
biifinefs. He folicited my friendQiip and 
affection, entreating me to bear with his 
numberlefs failings, " A Chriftian," con- 
cluded he, *^ fliould never be afliamed to 
confefs his foibles." 

When I related the circumftances of this 
interview to the ambaffador, he defired me 

©arneftly 
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earneftly to beware of fuch a hypocrite — ^he 
perfeftly underftood courts. Happy if I 
had followed his prudent counfel, it would 
have preferved me from what I afterwards 
fufFered, The affiftance of my proteftor 
foon failed me ; for fix months after my 
promotion h» was recalled to Berlin, and 
appointed to a more important embafly. 



C^tS 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Signor Clozetti rifes at Caurl^^He is ennobled, 
and appointed a Dire Sf or of Finance. 

THOUGH almoft oveFp^werec} by the 
torrent ci afl&irpi I freqiiently recal-» 
led to my memory the inftrudions of my 
benefadlor ; yet the bufinefs was often fo 
extremely embarraffing and critical, that I 
was neceflitated to truft in fome meafure to 
chance, and ufa my own judgment hap- 
hazard ; but of what ufe is even a good and 
found underftanding in the ftormy fea of 
the great world, if the compafs of experi- 
ence does not guide the navigator. 

The finances, as I before faid, were in 
diforder ; and it appeared indubitable but 

that 
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that fooner or later the prefident Melhfddt 
would be called to an account fox his ad- 
ihi/iiftration, which (hould he even efcape 
being refponfible for, he could, not howjever 
avoid a .huiniliaring difmiffion» Nothing 
then could be^ more fortunate for him in 
this crifis than to fee nie drop as it were 
from the clouds, like a divinity at the 
opera, to dtaw him out of the dilemma. 

I underftood little of finance but what I 
learnt firom the works of M. Jufti, and 
fome others of the fame kind. The part 
the prefident meant to a6t was to bewilder 
af&irs in fuch a manner, that I (hould be 
obliged to ufe the unlimited power repofed 
in nie to introduce new plans of operation. 
If in conformance to the ordinary effed of 
projeds drawn qp in boc^s, and propofed 
^without knowledge of the local, I commit- 

v6u II. M tfid 
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ted blunders, the difafters of the country 
would naturally fall on the new financier, 
the old prefident would be exculpated, 
Iheltercd from every kind of imputation, 
and refume his employ where I had broken 
on it. 

It was doubtlefs thofe ideas that made 
M. de Melhfeldt bear with patience the af* 
front of having the affiftance of a counfeUor 
added to his appointment, without being 
confulted. It was expedted that lie would 
have aiked his difmiffion, but he difap* 
pointed "thofe hopes. The prince, who had 
not firmnefs fufficient to teftify openly his 
difcontent, redoubled his attention to him, 
as foon as I was fixed in my new fituation ; 
and M. de Melhfeldt, with the art of a true 
courtier, feizcd every occafion to raife to 
the ikies the knowledge and good qualities 

of 
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of Ills colleague, at the fame time affeftixig 
to fear greatly for his health, which he pre- 
tended was fenfibly altered s this was a pre7 
tence to negled the intricate aflCairs which 
might bring him into queflion; a ma- 
noeuvre that gave rife to complaint. What 
was the confequence ? It was propofed to 
him to decline the difficult part of^airs 

s 

to his affiftant) and not to a^ravate his 
infirrpitles by too clofe an application ; his 
art thus prevailing to exppfe me alone» I 
was fufficiently a£tive not to refufe aioy em^ 
"ploy, but underftood too little of affairs to 
think properly before I undertook difficult 
bufinefs, in which I ought to have procured 
every rcquifite information, to Ihelter my 
refponfibility from impeachment. 

Notwithftanding fucCefs crowned my la*^ 
bours, I enjoyed a greater degree of good 

M 2 fortune 
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fortune than my little knowledge could 
have permitted me to hope -for. Several 
entcrjprizes fuccecded contrary to the ex- 
peftation of my perfidious ally. Among 
others I introduced u new machine in the 
fait works. Though I had only fetm the 
plani i ventured to have it conftru&ed : 
the "eired fufpaiTed my hopes, the prince 
faving prodigious fums by this invention. 

!■•.■..* 

Sobn after this M: deMeihfeldt thought 
fit to mire, and to draw the envy of all the 
idourtieirs on his adverfary. ' With this view 
he made ufe of the chattering of pages, 
valets de chambre, and people of the fame 
kind, to whifper in fuch a manner that it 
might reach his highnefs, and furhifh him 
with the idea of raifing the counfeUor Clo- 

zetti to the dignity of direftor of finances ; 

» 

alfo to propofe the retreat of the prefident 

Melhfeldc 



GIL BLAS 245 

Melhfeldt, allowing him his accuftomed 
annuity. I had not been two years in the 
department/ therefore the old counfellors 
fliook their heads, and thought it very un- - 
juft that I fhould be promoted before tl^em. 

Something was yet wanting to compleat 
the plan of my enemy 5 he wifliccl to'cxaf- 
perate both rich and poor againft me, and 
accordingly contrived to ihfpirc his high- 
^ nefs with the idea of procuring letters of 
nobility for me from the emperor. Thft 
prince was fo greatly pleafed with my en- 
deavours, that he was eafily' perfuaded to 
take this ftep, and I was weak enough t& 
have fufEcient vanity to confent to it. 

For this effed 'the neceflary recjueft was 
made, myfelf pretending to be igTiorant of 
what was paffing in my favour. At length 
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I received a large book, bound Jn velvet, 

to which was attached the great imperial 

feal, inclofed in a metal box. This patent 

j;r anted the nobility of the holy Roman empire 

to the direSlor of finances^ Clozetti^ as much 

for his perfonal merit as for thefignal fervices- 

rendered to the holy empire^ in zvar^ by bis 

^ncejlors. The name of Clozctti was changed 

to Claus de Claulbach, and the arms.givea 

' to the ennobled Peter was a (hield quar- 

tered with gules on a field argents for a 

' crefl a bear fable holding a glaive* 

My anceftors ! their valour did not a 
little furprize me. My father was, as I 
have before declared an honeft fhoemaker, 
Notwithftanding I rccoUefted a certain pa- 
ternal uncle who had been at the battle of 
Rofback^ in quality of corporal in the em- 
peror's 
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peror's army, but in the height of the ac- 
tion, the brave man had difappeared. 

As a faithful hiftorian, I cannot dilguifc 
my weaknefs, and muft truly confefs that 
my aggrandizement gave me the utmoft 
pleafure. I caufed my feal to be engraved 
five or fix times in different forms, nor 
could I refrain a fmile of pleafure on the 
fight of the firft letter addrefled to the di- 
tedtor of finances, Claus de Claulbach, 

The particle de has in it fomething en- 
chanting, and I took care never to omit it 
in my fignature. After this avowal, the 
livelinefe of my gratitude, and thanks to 
his highnefs^ may eafily be imagined* I 
caufed feveral exaft copieis to be taken of 
my patent, and fent to the different de* 
partments. The principal magiftrates, even 
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fomc of dignified fituations, came to con* 
' gratulate me ; compliments which I re* 
ceived with all the dignity I judged necef- 
(ary in fuch circumftances. 
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